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PREFACE 
TO THE READER. 



THEreasoh of puilisbing this follow^ 
ing Treatise is, Hcause some people have 
desired SatisfaSlion from me^ vibat the Sin 
4i£ainst the HotY Guout is : But I (ould 
not make mfull Description of it in short ; 
therefore it came into w^ mind to enlarge 
up»n it in a stnall book, therein they may 
receite full josisfaSUon about it. And thit 
I have donci not from the opinion of others, 
but front the true and inrittenv^ord of God. 
the Sin canJ^e c$nmitted but by fevj y and 
yet sametimrs steals into the hearts of them 
^at commit it, vohen they discern it net. 
But $bc Lord of bis mercy keep us ally loth 
horn that Siny and also from the Reign and 
'Mominion of Sini Which that he may do^ 
Uthc Prtvyer of 






ROBERT RUSSEL. 
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OF T9E UNPARDONABLE SIN 

on, 

THE SIN UNTO DEATH. 

1 John, V. part of v«r. j^^-r-TJtere u m Sin ut^$4emlJ^, 

THIS Gn, whicli St. John calls here,. 
* the fill unto death,' it the unpaxdonable fin 
againft the Holy Ghoft, defcribed by •ur' 
blelTed Saviour, Matth, xii. 3^. That wKo- 
focver commits it, . hath no forgivcncfs, nei- 
ther in thi« world, nor i'n the world to come.. 
For, ** Ail manner of fin and blafphemy fliall' 
be forgiven unto men: but the . blafphemy 
againft the Holy Ghoft fhall not be forgiven 
unto men. And he that fpeaketh a word 
againft the Son, it ihall be forgiven him ; but; 
whofocver fpeaketh againft the Moly Ghoft, 
Ihall never be forgiven, neither in this world ; 
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»or In th« w«rld to come. This fin agalnft 
the Holy Ghoft, is that fin, which St. John 
calls here, • the fin unto death.* Not be- 

^caufethat fin deferves death alone, for fo 
does all fin defeirve death;* both teniporal and 

. eternal, for the w^cs of fin, even all fin, is 
death, Rom. vi. 23. Bu,t this fin againfl: 
the Holy Ghoft, is called * Tke fin unto 
death/ becaufe it binds a man over to eter- 
nal death, without any pollibllity of recovery. 
Now, fome there are, that go on from one 
degree of fin to another ; they heighten aiul 
aggravate their fins more and more^ until 
they are brought to that height at laft, as Vy 
commit that fin, for which there is no for- 
|ivcncfs. 

There is no mere man, fince the fail, cnn 
live without fin, for all are finders ;'but } 1 1, 
there are degrees of fin ; fonie f/ns, in tl-eir 
own nature are fmall ; others are more ;^reat 
and heinous. Many fills there are, that are 

' great,' yet pardonable, and one fin there is,' 
unpardonable; and whofoever.con^mits that 
one fin fcall have no forgive nefs, but muft 

* fprever bear the weight and panUhment both 
of that and all his other fins. There is fuch 
a fin as St. John fpeaks of here, in my test, 
that is ' a fin unto death.' * And I now come 
to the explication of the words, from whence 

' I (hall raife this point of doclrine. 

D06I.) * That amongft other fins, com- 
mitted by fallen mankind, ^there is only one 
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fin^ that IS a fin unto death, and whofoevet 
cammittcth that, he hath no forjjivenefa, 
neither in this world, .nor in the world to 
coT)ie,* . ^ 

NoWf for my further proceeding on this 
fubje6l, I fhall lay open te you, 

firsts What * the fin unto death^ is, 

SccoTtdly^ 'That all other fins, how great 
and heinous foevcr, may be forgiven. 

Thirdly^ That this fin alone ihall never be 
forgiven. ' 

Fourthly^ The reafon why this fin alone is 
unpardonable. And then, *- 

Lastly y I fliall conclude all with- a fevp; 
words of application. 

I fhall firft begin with the defcription of' 
this unpardonable fin ; where I fliall endea- 
vour to make as plain a defcription of \% as 
poffibly I can ; and in doing of it, I fhall, 
I. Shew you nagativelv, what, is not thi^ 
fin. 2. I fhall feew you pofitively what^ 
it is. 

I fiiall fiiew you negatively, what is not 
the {\\\ utito death ; or in what degree a man 
may fin^ an J yet not commi't that unpardona- 
ble fin aguinft the Holy Ghoft. 

I. It is not every quenclungof the motions 
of tlie Spirit, that is this Tin. It is true, 
when the Holy Ghoft comes with ^ dill voice, 
and kndclcs at the door or finner's hearts for - 
entrance, he ofcen comes and {bivcs with 
them, and fecretiy woc-es and befccchts 
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them t«lfeavt their fins and be converted : 
yet they quench and ftifle all his motions, 
and bear up their heartt^againft him, aud will 
not be obedient to the fleavcnly calls : now, 
fuch, fin grievoufly againft the Holy Ghoft ; 
but yet thii alone, it not the unpardonable 
fin againft the Holy Ghoft j for many that 
have ft«Qd it out a long time, and havs often 
quenched and gricyed the Holy Spirit, yet at 
laft they have been wrought upon unto a fin- 
ccrt convcrfioH. ' 

a. A man may commit many heinous and 
crying fins, and yet not be guilty of the un- 
pardonable fin Sgaipft the Holy Ghoft. A 
man may be an idolater, a whoremonger, a 
fornicator, a murderer, and work witchciaft, 
and fin with a very high hand: nay he may 
live in all manner of fiUhinefs and lewdR«fs, 
and yet not be under the guilt of the unp^r- 
donable fin againft the Holy Ghoft^ 1 hus 
wc read, 2. Chron. xxxiii, that ManaClch 
finned with a very high hand ; he was an 
idolator, an inchanter, and worked witch- 
craft, and dealt with familiar fpirlis» and 
wrought much evil in the fight of the Lord. 
And Mary Magdalen had fevcn devils caft 
«ut of her, Luke viii. a. and yet both vf^V'i 
pardoned. • 

J. A man may fin prefimfiptuoufly againft j 
f^cat light and knoiA^^ledge, and yet not coin- . 
ni.t thia fin ;unto d^ath; for Peter, when j 
he denied Chrift, he did it againft -reat 
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inowleJgCQf (ihrift-— he know Chrift to !># 
his Lord and Savior-rhe was one of ChriftV 
beloved difciplc», aniiFor all that, how ftrong- 
^y he denied Chrift, and that with an oath 
too ; ^d yet for all that, Chrift looked upon, 
him with a mcrciftil cy^ and he repented and ♦ 
was forgiven* 

4th. It is not every malicious fin that it ? 
the unpardonable fin againft the Holy Glioft ; 
for St. Paul certainly had great malice in his 
heart when he went on fb furiouHy to perfc* - 
cute the church of God, and yet he was con- * 
verted and became a preacher of the gofpcl j 
of Shrift, which bfefore he pcrfecwted." ^ 

5. And laftly^ it is not final unbelief, nor ; 
final impenitence, that is the unpardo^abW 4 
fin agaimft the Holy Ghoft, though fome be 
of opinion that it is, becaufe that fin is un- 
pardonable^ and Chrift himfelf hath faid. 
Matt. xxii. 31. ' That all manner of fin and 
blafphemy fhall be forgiven uci to man, except 
it be the fin againft the Holy Ghoft.' But 
you are to take the words of our Saviour in 
their true ienfe and meaning: — -it is all man^ 
ner of fin a^id blafphemy committed i^ithin the 
compaf* of a man's lif^ that fhall be forgiven, i 
except the fin againft the Holy Ghoft ; for the 
fin of fin^l impenitence and final unbelief, is 
nor completedj untill the very moment ,of A 
niaii's death; and then you Ihall know tl^it 
thci:e is no repentance, and confequently, no 
fardon after death; for Chrift faid^ *He tba^t 
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Sni againffi the Holy Ghoft h«th no forgivc- 
ueii, neither in this world, Tier in the world 
to t:omc/ Now^ why fliould Chrift fay, * In 
this world,' if there be no fpace to be forgiv- 
en in this world ? but a man may commit the 
unpardonable fin againft ^he Holy Ghoft, c 
vea. many years before his death. Belides, 
there arc many thoufands t^iat die in impeni- 
tCDce and tinbelief, and are damned, and yet 
never committed the unpardonable fin againft 
the Holy Ghoft. 

. Thus have I fiicwcd you negatively what 
is not this un'pardonable fin ; none of tlioie 
fins in particular is- that fin. 

II. I come now to flieW you pofitively, 
what tlus fiir unto death is, and wherein this 
unpardonable fin againft the Moly Ghoft dcth 
confift. Now there are fever al opinions in 
the world about it, but I will endeavor thro' 
God's help, to l^d yfe)U to the plain light of 
it, by the light of the Holy Scripture. 

Now in the iirft place you muft know, that 
there arc two forts of peopk that cannot 
commit this unpardonable fin^- 

Thc true beiisvers cannot 'commit it, be- 
caufc it is a fin a^inft great Fight and knowl- 
edge. Indeed, the greateft part of the world 
&all be damned ; yk among the grdattft part 
there are but few of them tliat can commit 
that unpardonable fin againft the Holy Ghoft. 
Some have both light and grace, thefe ftiiul 
Rot commit the unpardonable fin -.—Again* 
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feme havet neither light nor grace, thefe can- 
not commit that unpardonable fin againft the 
Holy Ghoft. Now there muft be two ingre- 
dients to make up the unpardonable fin ; that 
is^ light in the head, and malioe in the heart ; 
without thefe two, the fin againft the Holy 
Ghoft cannot be conunitted ; for to fin againft 
great light and knowledge, is riot that fin ; 
nor yet to fin ignorantly witjhout malice, is 
that fin ; but they muft both jein together to 
make up this unpardonable fin. This we fee 
plainly by the example of St. Peter and St. 
Paul; Peter denied Chrift, and forefware 
himfelf t6o, and that grievoufty againft light 
and knowledge : for he knew Chrift to be the 
only begotten Son of God, and he knew 
God in hiin ; he was one of Chrift's difciples, 
and one of his beloved difciples too ; he was 
taugh; of Chrift, and had experimental knowl- 
edge of his love and favors and yet he wick- 
edly with an oath denied him. N#w, if Pe- 
ter had done this out of malice and fpite, 
had committed that ' fin unt« death/ 
:h there is no forgivenefs ; but Peter 
malice in his heart all this while, ev,ea 
time when he denied Chrift, as you 
in Matt. xxvi. 34. 35. When Chrift 
n, before th^ cock crow, thou ill alt 
deny me thrice ; he anfwerea, ' If I flibuld 
die witli thee, I v/iil not deny thet ;' and 
then tit^nylng him thro^ infirmity and weak- 
nel's of, the llofli: when he confide red what 
V - -^ .1 c\^-..^ h:- w. -•■ oai \vA WL'^x biucily, 
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y. 75, But Paul had great maliGe ami fpitc 
againft'the ways and people of God, as you 
may fee, A6lsix. x. Paul breathed out threat- 
cnings and (laughter againft the difciples of 
the Lord,, and went to the high pried, defir- 
Ingof him letters to Damafcus, to the fyn^- 
gogues, that if hk found any in his way, 
whether men or women, he fiiould bring 
them bound to Jerufaleni. Now here was a 
great rage and malice in Saul, agaiaft the 
ways and the people of God : but doing it 
ignoranty, he at laft heard a voice, faying — 
* Saul, Saul, why perfecuteth thou me V and 
feeing a light from heaven, and hearing it 
was Jefus that he had perfecuted, he was 
pricked to tl^e hear£, and trembling and af- 
tomflied faid, * Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?* Now, by thefe two places of 
fcripture, you may plainly fee, that Peter 
finned againil great light, and Paul t)ut of 
great malice, yC't neither of them committed 
theunpardnniible fin agalnfl: the Holy Ghoft. 
But wlienfoever light and malice meet to- 
gether in ont man, then there is the fin againil 
the Holy Ghoft. 'Now ;^s all other fins, fo 
is tkjs Ha againfl the Holy Ghoft. 

I. In tbjn:L;ht, that is, when a wicked 
r»^*f"n, .agHinOr his c^ear light and knowledge, 
<ioLh Init concAiive a rnaiicious ti'iought or 
p^irpoTi towards perfecuting ths gofpel of 
Clirul, or of the faints of Chriil, to hinder 
»hw* v/u;k of the L'oly GhoR in them* 
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This fin, as it is to be thought, was the 
fm of the loft angels, for which canfe they 
were loft Without all hopes of pardon. New 
feme difpute, whether ..this fin was a fin of 
thoughts but I fay, in a likdihood it was ; 
for the angels being only fpirits, without bo- 
idie^, and fo having no uft of bodily tongues^ 
it could not be committed in word, nor yet 
eould they commit it in aftion, b^caufe tliey 
were caft out of Heaven, before they could 
bring it into practice , therefore, it muft b& 
a fin of the thought. ' ^ 

Now, the fin was this, their habitation 
being in the higheft heavens, and under God 
hinifelf, they had excf^ding great light anA 
knowledge i tbfey had^ more knowledge thaiv 
all the men in the world ever had, and were 
happy above all other creatures : but, wheRi 
not being contented with this eftate, they 
' thought to be as high as. God himfelf ; there- 
for^, they ^alicioufly fought to make 'war' 
agaiiift the Son of God^ and put him out of 
hh throne ; for which caufe they were imme- 
diately thruft out of heaven, never more to* 
fee the face of mer^ ; and thus, from the 
beginning they have been counted malicious 
ahd revengeful, as raging beafts, find as roar- 
ing lions : — thus their fin being of tlie (aBie 
n;jture with the fin againft the Holy Ghcft^ 
they were excluded all hopes of pardon. 

But that the fin of oar firft parents was 
not the unpardonable fin againft the Holy 
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^hoft, is ^lear; for though they finned 
-againft great light, yet they obeyed, and 
«oinplic.d with the will of God, even when 
the tempter came, until at laft they were en- 
ticed and overcome : but they did not fall 
maliclbufly, and fo were not excluded all 
poflibility of merey. 

a. This fin may be committed in word 
too ; that is when a man fpeaketh blafphe- 
moufly and malicioufly of Chrift and his holy 
ways. This was the fin- of the Scribes and 
Pharifeesi, Mark iii. 22. 'There were cer- 
tain Scribes came and faid this fellow hath 
Beelzebub, and cafteth out devils by the 
prince of devils.' Therefor^ faid Chrift unto 
them, ver. 28. 29. * Verily I fay ' unto 
you, all fins fliall beTorgiven to the fons of 
men, and blafpheijiies wherewith they fliall 
blafpheme ; but wliofaever fliall blafpheuie 
againft the Holy Ghofl, hath never forgive- 
nef$, but is in danger of eternal damnation. 

JsTow the reafon of this fpeech of our blt:/!- 
ed Saviour^ is {lie \vn In verfe 30, becaiife 
they faid, 'he hath an unclean fpirit,;-^ which 
plainly {hews that thefe Scribes had fpokcu 
-blafpheniy againft the Holy plioR; as thefe 
Scribes were erreat lear.v::d men, thev could 
know no other, but that Ch^id \Vy.s the Son 
rf God, and muft kiiov/ that he caft out devils 
by the Spirit of God; a ad yet they ont of 
•fpite to > CliriH:, laalicioally and blafphc^ 
monn// fakl, ^' That he caft om: cicvil 
by i';ul;:^bub the prince ofdevils.' Thus 
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the Stribes committed the unpardonuble ft» 
againft the Holy Ghoft, and thjit in word* 

3. This fill may be conimitted/m a6\iort 
too ; that is, when a man being once tho-- 
roughly enlightened, having entered upon a ' 
holy courle of life and tailed the comforts o£ 
God's Spirit, and fomc foretaftc of the joy» 
of heaven, and not only makes pi ofeffion of 
the gofpel, but teaches it to others ; yet at 
laft takes a diflike to the holy courfcs, and 
thrsughfpitc and malice, utterly 'forfakes^ 
oppofes, aiid perfeoij^ies the good ways of 
God, which he before profefled and taught. 
Bi^t to fum up this point, this unpardonable 
fiH againft the Holy Ghoft is fully defer ibed 
by the apoftle to the Hebgrews, chap. x. 20, 
27. 29. * For if we fin wilfully after we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more facrifice for fin, but 
a fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery 
indignation, which (hall devour the advcrfa* 
ries. Of how much forer punilhment iliall 
he bje thought worthy, who hath trodden un- 
der foot the Son of God," and "couiucd the 
Llood of the covenant, wherewith he was 
fan6\ified, and unholy thing, and hath done 
defpite to the Spirit of grace V Lilewife, 
Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6, ^ For it is impolTifcle for 
ihofc who weie made pai-ttikers of the Holy 
Ghoft, and have tailed the good word of 
God, and the jiov/ers of the world to come^j 
if they fail away, to ren^w theni again to^ 
repentance, feeing they' cuicify to thcn»- 
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felves afrefli the Soh of God, and ,put him 
to openfhame.' ' 

Now, tfee fm againfl; the Holy Ghoft, is 
briefly this : it is a wilful and malicious op- 
pofiag ihe known truth, joined with final 
^poftacy-' 

I (hall a little explain thefe words, and 
then proceed. 

1. This fin unto deatli, is an oppofing fin : 
©ow, to oppofe a thing, is tocontradi^ it, 
:0r gainfay it ; as when ^ man fays a thing is 
fo and fo, he denies it, and fays it is not fp ; 
or, when a man fays a thing mufl be done, he 
fays agaiH it muft not, or it (hall not be done ; 
fuch an oppofition is in the heart of him that 
commits this unpardonable fm ; but a man 
may be an oppofing man, and yet may not 
commit this fm j — Therefore, 

2. It is the truth he ihuft oppofe ; that is, 
he mud utterly oppofe and reje<5t Chrift, who 
laid, * I ant the truth.'. John xiv. 9. He 
oppofeth all his tkreatenings, and will not 
believe his promifes, and counts the bloo'd of 
the covenant to be an unholy thing : nay, he 
alfo oppofeth the Spirit of Clirlil, who is die 
Spirit of truth ; fo that he will not obey his 
TnotioHs, and will not be led nor guided by 
him ; blit a man may op'pore the trnith, ,knd 
do it ignorantly: Therefor^, ^ 

3. It nmft be known truth that he bppo- 
•fvdi ; he muft be once enlightened : but you 
xnuilknow-, it is not onl)?-a ratiotial knmv- 
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ledge, and human learning, for he m^y know 
much of God, and of his will, in the letter 
of his word, and yet noK be capable of 'coro- 
miting this unpardonable fin: but he mull be 
fo far enlightened, as to fee the evil that is 
in fin, and ihe excellency of Chrift ; hemuft 
tafte of the heavenly gift,' and be made parta- 
ker of the Holy Ghoit; and tafte of the good 
word' of God, and the powers of the world 
to come J and *by the blood of the covenant^ 
Mvhich he counts as an unholy thing, he isia 
part fandtified and cleanfed from many fins ; 
he muft have fweet communion with God ia 
his word and facrament ; he muft have fom.e 
tafte of the love and favor of God, and com* 
fofts of his fpirit, and be refrefhed by it, and 
talle of the joys of heaven, and have foroe 
foretafte of the happinefs of the world tocorae. 

.This is that light and knowledge that lays 
a man open to the coniqiitting of that unpar- 
donable fin : but yet a man may fin againft 
all this' light and experimental knowledge, 
and ytt do it through the weaknefs of the 
flefb, or through fonie violent tcAptations^ 
Ls Peter, did^ when he denied Chrift : There- 
fore, . 

He muft crpofe the krxown truth wilfully ; 
he muft wilfully full away^ after be haih re- 
ceived the knowled^ of the truth; other 
fins are commitu*d through infiimity, bat 
this fin is wilful, the will is the chief aclor in 
it ; and to compleat, and make up the txil^ 
~^.rdonabl«'£»> there b, ^ 
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5. Malice in the he^rt: without this, 
this fia cannot be committed ; it muft be a 
snalicious oppofing of the known truth ; that 
is, when ^ man being once enlightened, and 
having tafted of the heavenly gift, and the 
good\Tord of God, and hath been made par- 
taker of the Holy Ghoft, and hath had fome 
fweet relifti -and forctufte of heaven, he 
comes to take a diflikq, and to hate the tioly 
ways of God, and malicioudy oppol^ and 
perfecute the«i,. in defpite of the Spirit of 
Grace, crucifying afrelh the Son of God, 
and putting him to open fhame. 

Now, a man having gone thus far, he 
>come3 in the laft place, to be all apoftate ; 
for thus to oppoie wilfully and malicionfly 
the known truth, is always joined with final 
and total apoftacy ; for he that is fo far en- 
lightened as to fee the evil of fm, and the 
excellency of Chrift and holinefs, and hath 
been made partaker of ths liply Ghoft, of his 
graces andcamforcs, and tafted oF God's love 
and . favor in Jefu5 Chrift, and has fo.^ie 
foretafte of the joys of the world to come ; 
for- fuch, a one, wilfully^ defpitefiiily, aj:d 
malicioully to fall away, heffo falls, as never 
to rife more." *Tis true, the children of Go i 
fall, and tb:it often, a:nd rife again ; but 
then they fall through weaknefs or infirmity, 
and not wilfully or malicioufly ; but thefe 
wicked wretches fall Wilfully or malicioully, 
ilnd fo fall finally- 

Againft fuch, the door of mercy is ever 
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fliat; concerning fuch, St. Peter faid, * It 
had becR better for them jiot to have known 
the way of righteoufnefs,' than after they 
had krtown it, to turn from the holy com- 
mandment dcUvered unto thc*n ; but.it hap- 
pened unto them, according to the true pro- 
verb, ^ The dog IS returned to his vomit a- 
gain, and the fow^ that was wafhed, to her 
wallowing in the mire/ 2 Pet. ii. 21, 22«-— .- 
There is a dreadful place in fcripture, againft 
thefe kind of apoftates, that is> Heb. x. a6. 
* For, if we fin wilfully, after we have re- ^ 
ceived the knowledge of the truth, there re- 
maineth no mpre facrifice for fin, but a fear- 
ful looking for of judgment and fiery indigna- 
tion.'— Thus have 1 given you fiv« fteps, aa 
f J) many links in a chain, ail which make up 
the unpardonable fin againft the Holy Gboft. 
It is a wilful and malicious oppoftng of the 
kna\^TKtruth, joined with final apoftacy. — 
Thus have I fhevyed y(5u, as plain as I can, 
what this {In unto death is. 

Secondly^ The next thing to be confidered 
is, that-all other fins of blafphemies whatlb- 
ever may be forgiven ; be our fins never lb 
great and many, tho' we be the vileft wretch- 
es that; ever lived, yet there is hope of par- 
don upon repentance. Manaflah was ,the 
vileft wretch that ever we read of, yet he 
repented and was pardoned; aifoMary Mag- 
dalen, was the chief of fir^ners, for out of her 
was caft feveti devils, yet, becaufe flie loved 
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»ach, much was forgiven her* A man ma) 
he z whoremonger, an adulterer, and ^ork 
witchcraft, and deal with familiar fpirits, and 
yet at laft, he may repent and be favcd ; and 
yet I have hes^rd talk of fome that are fo fool- 
i(h as to take the fin of fornication for an Un- 
pardonable {in,'frora God's own word^ in the 
fourth commandment. *' I the Lord thy 
jGod am a jealous God, viliting the fins of 
the fathers upotl the children, unto the third 
a»d fourth generation :" From whence they 
fay, that children tliat are bafe born, arc not 
faved unto the third and fourth generation : 
But this is a" moft erroneous interpretation 
of God'fi word : it is thofe that hate him and 
continue hat^g of him that he will inflift their 
iniquities upon : for fornicators and adulter- 
ers themfelves may repent ^nd be faved, 
much more the children who knew nothing, 
nor could help nothing: for Chrift with his 
own raauthy tells the fcribes and pharifees, 
Matt. xxi. 31. that the publicans and harlots 
fliall enter into the kingdom of heaven before 
them ; for therfe is no fin but what is pardon- 
able, except the Up. againft the Holy Ghoft. 
But, 

Tbh'dly^ This fin againft the Holy Grhoft, 
b ulone th« fin Unto death. That is^ , 21 fin 
unpardonable, never to be forgiven^ neither 
in this world, nor ia the world to eomftf 5 ^Bot 
Waufe the merits of Chrift arenotfufficient 
to pardon it i for this to as well a? other 
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fins, 18 but finite^-^-whercas, the meriti of 
Chrift arc infinite. 

OhjeSt. What i? the rtafon then, that thif 
fin cannot be forgiven ? 

Arts* ThU'ciucftion brings noe to the fourth 
thip^ confideraUe. Do but riiind roe a little, 
and I will a^ pl^n and as clear I as can, tell 
you what the reafon is. 

This fin is called the fin againft the Koly 
Ghoft, not becaufe it is a fin againft the per* 
fon of the Holy Ghoft, for lo b all fin againll 
his perfon ; but it is called the fin againft the 
Holy Ghoft, becaufe^ it is againft the office 
and wprk of the Holy Ghoft. Now, every 
ofte<of the three perlbns have their peculiar 
work. The work of the Father is to create j 
the work of the Son is to redeem loft finners ; 
and the work of the Holy Ghoft is to en- 
lighten, convince, fandlify, and convert 
them. Now, a man committing this' tin par- 
donable fin againft the Holy Ghoft, rejecli.^ all 
this work of thefpirit. Now, for a iv \\\ to 
be thoroughly enlightened by the Hoi} Gh ;ft. 
that he comes to know the evil of fin, a:id his 
loft and undone condition without Chrift, and 
that none but the merits of Chrift can fave 
him, and notwithftanding wilfully and mali- 
cioufly oppofe him, and the work of his fpi- 
rit,. and refufe to be beholden to him for fal- 
vation ^ now, for fuch a one I fay, to be for- 
given, is utterly impofiible. 

ObjeS. But why is it impoffible? Nothing 
if impofiible with God. ' 
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Ans» Nothing is impoffible with God, that' 
dpcs: not imply a contradi6lion; but that 
God will forgive the fia committed againft 
the Holy Ghoft, implies a contr;idi6lion : for 
how can he have pardon git en him that ut- 
terly rejefts it I As for inftance — 

A man thro' ignorance may deny Cbrift, 
(nay, maliciou% fall from the profeffion of 
the truth into all kipds of wickednefs, as 
did St. Paul and the Jews that crucified 
Chrift) yet not falling againft light and 
knowledge, there is room, for the Holy Ghoft 
to work upon him, to enlighten bim, and to 
convince Jiim of his folly, and fo make way 
for his converfipnt But for a man, when he 
is once enlightened by the Holy Ghoft,- and 
has had fome tafte of God's Jove and favour, 
and fome foretafte of the joys of heaven, and 
then at laft, utterly oppofing this illuminating 
work of the Spirit, wilfully and malicioufly 
to fall, away, and to reje6l the Spirit's re- 
newing work ;.* alas ! then the Holy Ghoft is 
done, he- has nothing more then that he can 
work in him, for this wretched creatlire has 
utterly reje6led him, his enlightening iKrork, 
hi§ convincing work, fanftlfy ing^ work ; he 
has uttcrlV^teje6led Chrift*s p4rdon^ heaven 
and all. Now this poor wretqh is paft all 
hopes of mercy; all hoplss of pardqti ; nay, 
for fuch a one we are forbidden to\ pray ; as 
you fee in the verfe whereof my text is a 
part. Now Chrift prayed for them tlint ma * 
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ifjicioufy crucified him, Luke xxHi. 34. faying^ 
« Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.' Alas ! they knew not what 
they were doing, for had they know'n it, they 
wo^ildnot have crucified the Lord of glory-,. 
1 Cor. ii. 8. But if they had known, and yet 
have crucified hitn, Chrilil would not have 
fpent his breath t« pray for them; for ;t 
would be utterly in vain ; for when a maii- 
has commiilted this unpardonable fin, neither 
the praying In heaven nor earth can do him 
any goo/d; for the text faith," * There is 11 fi». 
unto death.* 

' I (hall conclude with a few words ©f appli- 
catioii, and I will be as fliort as poffible, left 
this difcourfe flibuld be too large for fo fmall 
a book. IJere is 

, firsts A word of comfort. 
Secondly^ A . word of counfcl. 
First, A word of cemfort.. It may be 
that by hearing and reading of this terrible 
difcourfe. your hearts begin to ache for fear, 
that you have committed . this unpardonable 
fin. But I think I have fufficiently proved 
.to you what it is : and I tell you again, thatj 
there are but few can commit it; nay, there 
are rollipns that are tormented in hell, yet 
never committed this fin ; nay, fartht;r, an 
ignorant proteftant may through weaknefs, 
and out of a flavijQi fear, turn papift, and re- 
nounce his profeffion, and yet not ^commit 
this unpardonable fin againft the Kch Ghcft: 
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For dping it out of ignorance and infirmity^ 
there may be matter left for the Holy Ghoft 
to work upon, whereby l^e may yet be con- 
verted and faved, Confider this alfo, if you 
are afraid you have committed it, and wifli 
that you had not commited it, and would not 
commit it if it were to do again, then that 
Is a true fign you have not committed it. 

Secondly^ 1 muft conclude all with a word 
©f counfcK 

I. Watch very diligently againfl: all fin ;* 
but above all, take fpecial heed of thofe fins 
that come near to the^ fin againft the Holy 
Ghoft ; and they are thefe ; hypocrify, taking 
only the outward profeffion t>f religion, and 
& diflembling and mocking of God j finning 
wilfully againft ccmvi^lion of confcitnce, and 
againft great light and knowledge, finning 
prefumptuoufly (with an high hand;) Thefe 
&K, tho' none of them arc thedire6l fin againft 
the Holy Ghoft, yet they will come very 
near to it : thereiore, take fpecial heed of 
them, left they in time, fliould bring you td 
the committing of tt^at unpardonable fin i- — 
And, 

n. Labour to be fincere in religion, and 
ty a true faith engraft yourfelvea iu.Chrift; 
for ibey that be in Chrift, can-ricver commit ' 
this unpardonable fin:— yFor know this, that 
amongft all the fins committed by falkn n«iii- 
kind, there is one fin, that is a sin untif 
^i'stb^ which is the unpardonable fin againft 
C , 
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the Holy Ghoft, which whofoever commits, 
hath no forglvenefs, neither in .this world, 
nor the world to come. 

Consider v)bat has been said, and the Lord 
give you understanding. ' 



THE END or THE FIRtT SERMON, 
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THE 

SAINTS DUTY & EXERCISE; 

OR, AN EARNEST 

INVITATION TO THE THRONE 
OF GflACE. 

THE FIRST PART. 



THRSS. V. 17.^ Fraj mtbout ceasing^ 

TO the glory of God, and the good of 
C»uls, there is nofubjeft mtere neceffary for 
roe to write upon, thyi to ^ir up ^cpple to 
the duty of prayer, both la their families 
an^ in fccret. 1 find it a iluty moft fadly 
neglefted, not only among the profane fort 
of people indeed (who.feldom or never pray 
in their families, therefore it is to be feared 
much lefs do they pray in fecret) ^)ut I have 
been amongft fuch as feem to be the beft of 
people, that are juft and righti^ons in- nbeir 
dealings towards others, that delight to b^ir 
the beft preachers^ and join with the-'beH af- 
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femblies, and are very kind and courteoiu 
towaras •thers, and yet they negledl prayer 
in their families. Some of them 1 know do 
pray in their families on evenings before they 
go to bed. But as for thofe that make a con,* 
fcience of performing the duty of prayer in 
their families, toth morning and** evenings 
they are fo few, that thc?re are but here and 
there one tp hp found of them : This is a cafe 
very much bewailed and lamented : N*ay, in 
this one duty I have juft caufe to condemn 
myfelf. 

For I may write with Ihame efi«ugh» that 
this duty of prayer has been much neglefted 
by me as well as by others : Nay, to this 
day I findfo much adverfenefs and backward- 
nefs to this duty, fo much flothfulnefs, dead- 
riefs, duUnefs of fpirit ; and fometimes one 
luft, * or vanity or other fteals into my heart, 
which makes m« think myfelf to be unfit for 
this duty of prayer, and I find it fon\jrtimes • 
very hard to pafs over all . difliculiies, and 
perform the duty of prayer aright. Thi^ 
makes me the more pity otkersi, looking upon 
others to be in the fame condition with my- 
felf. Buti confider, friends, this is the 
work of the devil, who does what he can ei- 
ther to keep us from prayer, or elfe to dif- 
turb us in pr^^yer. So it was with the chil- 
dren of God, Job i.' Fhe fons of God tame 
there & prefeated themfclves unto the Lord. 
But what to do ? X adwer, it was to pra/ 
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iindinake fupplication unto the Lord. Then 
it b laid, that Satan came among them i But 
what did he come among them for ? I ar- 
Xwer,. it was, if he could, to keep them from 
their duty, orelfe difturb them in their duty ; 
by filling them cither with wandering, or 
diftrafted thoughts, thereby to caufe them 
to loic the benefit of theduty . Alas ! friends, 
faithful prayer is that which the devil can 
not endure ; for there is no weapon more 
powerful for the weakening Satan's king- 
dom, and letting up the kingdom of Chrift in 
thefoulsirf finners, than priayer is. 

The devil is content that* we fhould read, 
andcome to church, and hear fermons, with- 
out much difturbance, becaufe he thinks he 
may eafily keep us from profitting by the 
word; but he labours with all his might to 
3ceep us from prayer and meditation, becaul^ 
he knows that thefe duties weaken his king- 
dom. But, my friends, let not you and me 
yield ourfelves up to Satan's temptation, but 
tQ refill him, and ftir up ourfelves to take 
hold on God, and call upon his name by con - 
ftant ^nd fervent prayer. 

Certainly if the wickednefs of the Sodo- 
mites grieved and vexed the foul cJ rightt- 
?us Lot, it v/ould grieve hxfa much more, 
if he were now amongft ns 4n this degenerate 
age, anjclfaw how wickednefs abounds in tliis 
World : .How God is by otie judgment or 
another frowning upon us for our ungodly 
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doings !; how that the end of all things is 
near at hand, and yet how many pniyerlefs 
perfons and families there are . araongft u& • 
how manymultitudes of people can rife ,ia 
the morning, and go about their concerns 'in 
the world, and then to bed again at night, 
and never regard to pray in their families, 
but live as if they had not a God to feek ; as 
if they had not an everlafting ftate to prepare 
for : Friends, let me defire yon, to confider 
thefe few things. 

jfVr/r, Confide^ that your n6gle6l of pray- 
er Js a fign that you are none of God's chil- 
dren, but you are yet in your unregencrated 
and unconverted ftate and condition, and it- 
were better that you had never been bom^ 
than you fhould die in fuch a condition. O 
confider, that your breath is in the hands of 
God, and he may ftop it whenfoever he plea- 
feth ; you cannot affureyourfelves of an hour 
to live : and is it^ not then\ dangerous thing 
to live" in the nsgle6t of prayer ? O friends I 
how dare you go forth in the morning with- 
out prayer, left death fliould pieet you before 
iiight, and caft you into hell ; or, bow dare 
you at night lie down in your beds, before 
) cu have been at the throne of gr^ce, and 
pleaded there with the Lord by prayer, U m 
grace, pardon, and merey, |eft you Ihould * 
awake before morning in the flames of licll ; 
O do but confider now and then nipon thiit, 
fhow exceeding dangeroUiS it is to live in the 
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^eg1e€l of prayer. But if you have the fpl- 
rit of prayer, if you give yourfclvcs up to 
conftant fervent prayer, this is a fign of your 
new birth, whenfoever death comes, you are 
&fe^ You know, that a chilci, as foon as it 
is born cries, fo a finner, as foon as he is 
born again, falls a crying unto God, as it 
was faid of Paul, as foon as he was born 
again, * Behold he prayeth,^ A£ls ix. li. 
It is the fpirit of adoption that makes us 
cry, ' Abba, Father/ 

Secondly: Confider the end thy God re* 
quires prayer for, and let that encourage you 
to tfee duty. God does not require prayer 
that he may receive from us, for he is infi- 
nitely and perfedUy happ/ without us, and 
therefore needs not our performances But 
God being willing to-beftow thofe good things 
wc need, and to communicate that grace and 
wi^rcy, without which we are miferable for 
ever, and therefore it pleafeth God out of 
his infinite * gooditefs, to require prayer, to 
niake us fit for the mercy which he knows 
we want ; therefore the Ltord commands us 
to pray always, Luke xxi. a6. , * Pray al- 

* way*, that you may be accounted worthy 

* to efcape all thefe things, and toftand be- 
' fore the Son of man/ See i Tin), ii. 8. 
Ronu xii. 12. Phil. iv. 6, And alfd here in 
the text, * Pray without ceaiing.* 

Tbirdiyy Confider while you are ftrangcTs 
to prayeri you aie fiaves to "the devil, and 
he is Qoing what he can t« work cut yov 
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utter rum and d^ftrudlion : The devil is f«S<J 
ia fcripture to fill the hearts of the ungodly, 
to keep poffeiEon of them, and to work int^he 
children of difobcdience. And truly, the 
devil finds abundancp of prey ; for fome 
watch not st all, and pray not at all againffc 
him. And they that pray not, are led cap* 
tive by Satan at his pleafure, and they do 
not/care or defire to have his fnarc broken, 
nor themfelves recovered. Friends, confi- 
de r, the more you ncgle£l prayer,, the ftron- 
ger your corruptions will grow, and the 
morcfm will increafc in you, anithe more 
fit yon will be for utter ruin and de(lru6Uon% 
But OH the other fide, the ofteneryou pray, 
and the more fervently you pray, the more 
will fin and corruption weaken in you,- and 
the more fit you are for graee and mercy : as 
it is a remarkable fpecch among Dr. Dodd's 
fayings, ** Prayer will make a man give over 
** finning, or elfe fin will make a man give 
*' pver praying." O friends, as ever you 
defire to be out of the thraldom of the devil, 
as ever you defire the falvation of your fouls, 
as ever you defire to find grace and mercy 
at the hand of God, be perfuaded to give 
yourfe.lves to" earnelKferveat prayer. But, . 
Fourthly^ ConUdQV thofe that are ftrangers 
to prayer, the God of heaven is againA 
them. O dreadful!, who are they that cati 
ftand before his indignai^on ? who can defend 
' him againft that arm that is omnipotent ? The 
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mountains quake, the hills melt, and tht vcrj' ! 
devils tremble before this God ; fure it is 
dreadful to have fo glorious and great a God 
an enemy : — But an enemy he is to all them 
who do count his mercy and favor not worth 
praying for : Thofe that do not intreat this I 
God to be reconciled now whilft he oiSers to 
be reconciled to them, it is a fign they nei- 
ther value his love, nor fear his wrath; 
therefore, his wrath they muft abide, except 
they in earneft feek untc^ him. 

Fifthly f Confide r, they that are ftr angers 
to prayer, and will n«t cry to God, now in 
the day of theiir vifitation, whilft pardon 
and mercy may be had, muft look to be neg- 
Icfted, when they ar« forced to cry, when 
mifery and diftrcfs coyer them, O read and 
tremble, at the place in Proy. i. a6, 27, a8. 
' I will laugh at your calamity, I will mock 

* when your fear^i Cometh: when your fear « 

* Cometh as defolation, and your dtftruclion 
' cometk a^ a whirlwind : when diftrcfs and 

* angttifli Cometh Tipon you ; then ihall they 

* call upon me, but I will not anfwer ; they I 

* fhall feck me^ but they fliall not find me.' 
My friends if you will not feek the Lord now 
wlulft he may be fou«d, if ye will not call 
upon him now whilft he is near, Ifa. xi. 6. 
you may at laft be forced to cry in your ex- 
tremity and not be regarded. 

Sixthly^ Confider, that if you live in the 
aeglcS of prayer, that quickly the accepted 
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time which you improve riot, will be paft and 
gone ; and then you fliall beg, and beg carn- 
cftly, but moft certainly be denied. ^ We 
read in fcripture of calls that have not been 
regarded ; the foolilh virgins came after the 
door was fliut, and cried, * Lord, Lord, open 
unto us :' but alas ! they fpoke whcR it waa 
too late ; therefore, the reply was, * I know 
you not whence you arc,*^Matt, xxv. ii, la. 
When the rich man in hell begged for a drop 
of water to cool his tongue, this was not 
granted, Luke xv. to intimate, tjiat not 
the lead Kicrcy in hell is to be expefted, nor 
the leaft mitigation of torments is tp be look- 
ed toy : All then will be ready to pray, Lowl 
open the door that lets into thy kingdom and 
gWy:— Lord^vouchfafc a little refpite, a 
little cafe iij the midft of our torments. O, 
but then Gold's ear will be ftoppcd, heaven's 
gate will be fhut, and mercy will be gone- 
forever* ' O what' a madnefs is it then to 
wafte our preciqus time, and not come to 
the throne of grace, before the day of grace 
comes to an end. 

Seventhly^ and iastlyj If you live in the 
neglefl of prayer, your mercies may turn to 
curfos, for that threatening is fulfilled upon 
them, Mai. ii. 2. * I will lend a curfe upen 
you, and curfe your bleffings.* Prayer will 
turn curfes into bjeffings ; afflictions are part 
oF the curfe which is infliclod bccaufe of fin : 
But prayer alters t|^c nature of them, and 
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turns them into mercies and blciHngs ; for 
the fanftification of them being begged by 
prayer, and' granted, they work together for 
the good of them ; * For (fafth the apoftle) 

* affliCtipns yifcld the peaceable fruits of 
^ righteoufnefs to them that are exercifed 

* thefeby.* ©n the other fide, where prayer 
is not, their bleflings are turned into Curies, 
and good things vviiich are received, work 
together for the ftiame and ruin of thofe that 
enjoy them. Common mercies are made a 
iurfe unto praycrlefs perfons ; f« if they 
centinue ia the ntgledk of prayer, they muft 
certrinly mifs of thofe fpecial faving mercies 
Revealed in the gofpel ; as pardon of fin, juft* 
ificati©n by Chrift, adoption, fandlification 
by the Spirit, deliverance from hell, eternal 
iappinefs in the life to come, Attd God 
flath determined and declared in his word, 
that thofe that will have thefc things mull 
feek them 5 but if they feek them not by earn- 
cft ferveint prayer, it is a fign they underftand 
Bot the worth of them, and therefore, muifc 
certainly and juftly go without them* God 
^ not fo prodigal of his mercies and favours 
>s to fling them away upon thofeperfons ihac 
^0 not think them worth praying fon Tliefo 
^^onfide rat ions I have given as an introdiiclioii 
^0 the matter enfuing, that you may be the 
iiiore ftirred up to mind what/ 1 liavc to write, 
and it" you have hitherto nee;lc6K;J prayer, 
^ht' vou would now in cuod curiiell TwC 
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siboutit. p you that are ftratigerg toprayCTv 
confider that you are all this while in a 4moft 
woful and roiferablc condition ; for you are in- 
your fins, flavcs to the devil, mere ftrtingcrs 
to God, and under his wrath and curfe ; arid 
if ye fliould die i^ this condition, you are un- 
done for ever. Therfore feek unto th« Lord 
by earnefl; prayer, that you may be delivered 
out of this condition. 

You want a pardon, you want Chrift and 
grace, and you are undone if ye have not 
thcfe found blcffings, and you will not ply 
the throne of grace for the obtsiining of 
them : Friends, if you did but ferioufly con- 
fider your ftate and your wants, you would 
find it necefiary to obey the words ©f the 
apuftle * here in^ the text, a%d pray without 
ceafing/ Now the point of dp6lrine which 
I ihall raife from thefe words irt this : Thi«i 
it is the duty and work of every true Chrif- 
tlan to * pray without ccafing.* Now in my 
further handling this point eoncerningprayer, 
I ihali endecvor, First^ to fliew what; prayer 
IS ; Secondly y what it is to pray continually ; 
Thirdly^ to fliev/ fome reafons why we ought 
to ' pray without ceafing ;* Lastly^ to make 
application. 

Firsts what prayer is ^ — In (hort^ prayer 
is an hont-ft and fervent offering up of our 
defires to God, and that in the Ui^me of Jefus 
Chrift, for iheTe good things tliut are agreea- 
ble to G:>^^^^ vvil}, and our own ncccliity. — 
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Sro\? there muft concur thcfe two things to 
make up the duty of prayer, i//, An earnefl 
and fervent defire, a longing defire after 
thofe graces and bleflings We come to God 
for J there arc fome that come frequently to 
the throne of grace, and offer a form of words 
ia a praying way : I fay a form of words, 
either compofed ready to their hands, , or elfe 
of their own compofin j : And fo they come 
to God with expreffions of words, without 
an hearty defire after thofe graces and mer- 
cies theyfcem topray for: But their defircs 
run out after other things, after their luft, 
their covetoufnefs, and the things of this 
world : But they will often make ule of pray- 
er, either as a veil to cover their wickednefs 
and to fiicw themfelvas to the world to be 
religious, or elfe «s device to quiet their 
confqienccs in a courfe of fin, and fo they 
make confeffionof fin to ferve inftead of for- 
faking of fin, and praying inftead of repent- 
ing. Now fuch a kind of prayer is abomin- 
able to the Lord.V yea, this kind of praying 
is indeed no prayihg,- but only babbliw^; Jii- 
Icmbling and mocking of God ; yea, it is lying 
unto God ; , Ephraim, (faid God) eompalTetb 
nie about with lies,'Hof. xi. li. Hypocnics 
do not pray, but inftead of praying, they lie un- 
to God, they make as if they hnd a defire to 
know</od,tol©ve and obeyjGod to be holy and 
heavenly^ when indeed they have no heart, no 
4^rt"c; toanyfuchtlung* Ox this Ibrtweiv ;h« 
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Up the duty of pray-er is this : An offeringtrp 
our defires either with the triind or vpice; 
for if our defirts are ever fo great to attahi 
grace and mercy, yet if you do not offer 
thefc defireS up with the mind and voit;e, 
our having of thefc xkfires alone is not pray- 
ing : But where there are hearty fervent de- 
fires after grace. and mercy, and thefe defires 
are cxprelfed either hy fighing, groaning, 
whiipering, fpeaking, or by voice; this is 
praying indeed^ And this Iball be fufficient 
, to fhtw what prayer is. 

Secondly ^ The next t;hing I promifed to 
ilxew, >vas, what it is to * pray without cea- 
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fcig.* Now to pray without ccafing, is net 
to do like UB to that fc6l, who thought that 
prayer was to be their whole bufinefs : No, 
no, there are other duties which God hath 
required, a\id prayer muft not come in the 
way of other duties to fhuffle them out. But 
in general, to pray without ceafmg, implies 
a talcing hold of, and improving all thofc fea- 
fons and opportunities, wherein God and 
tor own neceffities call us unto prayer ; This 
utopray without ceafmg. But more par- 
ticularly to pray without ceiifmg, ^implies, 

First, A being: always in a dilpofition anl 
frame to pray, whenfocver God requires it. 
The heart muft be reconciled to the , duty of 
prayer, and fall in love with it, and come to 
the throne of grace with delight and alfo be 
continually refitting of that backwardnefs and 
indifpofition to prayer, whenfoevcr the fea- 
fcn of prayer approaches, and always to 
watch our hearts to keep th'ctn in a praying 
frame. 

Sec$ndly^ To pray without ceafmg, inR- 
pKesa praying in every ftate and condition of 
We it pleafeth God to call us to ; for with- 
out prayer, ficknefs will be unfanftificd, and 
health will be a judgment ; without prayer 
health and profperity will be a fnare, and 
willoccafi^n a forge tfulnefs of God, and a 
daring to rebel againft him, and will fcrvc t« 
encourage a negleft of the foul and of, ano- 
ther w^rldj and without prayer, advcrfity 
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will be intolerable, aiidifit fee removed, it 
will be in danger. Thus no condition fliould 
caufe a negle6\ of prayer. 

Thirdly^ To pray without ceiafing, im- 
plies a perfevcring in prayer, and never to 
give over until we have our reqweft grantei 
God in his wirdom is pleafed Ibmetjmet to 
cauXe us toftay longer for a mercy before it 
come, both to make the me ycy fwceter to us 
when it comes, and alfo f#r the trial of his 
people's patience, whether they will perfij- 
vere and continue waiting at the thront of 
grace ; and thofe that are true believers will 
be content to wait, an^to wait in God's way 
until their prayers arc granted : So did the 
woman of Canaan,* when fhe came to Chrift 
for a mercy, wait; though at licr firft fuit, 
Chrift gave her no anfwerat all, yet (he, not*-? 
withftanding, continued her fuit with morq 
carneflnefs, crying after him. But then 
Chrift, though he fpakc, yet gave a feeming 
denial; and told her that he was not fent 
but only to the loft flieep of Ifrael : and yet 
fhe would not jive over, but cried again for 
help: but yet, inftead of helping her, he 
called her dog, and told her, that it was not 
, ineet to take the children's bread, and caft it 
to^ the dogs. Then inftead of leaving ofther 
fuit, ftie carneto Chrift with great humility j 
file acknowledged he rfclf to be a dog.^ She 
acknowledged her own unworthinefs of mer- 
cy J but yet Ihe defpaired not, but Vy faith 
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^ Chrift'a mercy and bounty ; telling 
urn; ' th«' I, being a dog, am not worthy to 
be made a partaker of children's breads yet 
the dogs may eat of the crumbs that fall from 
their matter's table.* This fhews how thank- 
ful flie wciuld have heen for the leaft crumbs 
of mercy ; whereupon Jefus immediately com- 
mended the greatnefs of her faith ; and as 'it; 
were, gave her the key of his treafure, and 
bid her take whatfoever file wanted, whether 
mercy for herfelf, or mercy for her daughter: 

' O woman, great is thy faith, be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt.' Thus I have fliew- 
edwhat prayer is, and what it is to * pray 
without ceaUng.' 

Thirdly:, the next thing is to give fomerea- 
fcns why ic is the duty and work of every 
Chriftian to * pray withou|. ceafing.* 

First. -We fliould pray continually, be- 
caufe God is always ready to hear : and 
though God knows (mr wants, and is ready 
at all .limes to beftow upon us what foe ver w« 
want ; yet the Lord in his wifdom would 
have us to wait upon him by fervent prayer 
for thofe spiritual good things we wane ^not 
that prayer pfioves God, bat becaufe conci- 
nualiVrvent prayer makes us td receive the 
Esercy we c jme unto hi in far. If Odd Ihoaid 
beftow h s ipecial faving mercy upon a fmijer* 
be'^orche is fit f.)rit, the mercy would be but 
little prized by him, and G xl would ha%'e,buu 
tttie aturn of praifes and thanks ir^.a hh^' 
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.Therefore, for this ^cafon, bod will l>f 
fought urtto for his,fpecial mercies before he 
will bcftowthcra. After God had proraifed 
to pardon, renew, and- hear Ifrael, 3^et h^ 
appoints prayer, as a means to bring down 
thefc mercies, bd'orc be will beftow theiB, 
ipzek, xxxvt. 37* * For all this I will, be en- 
quired of by the houfe of lirsicl, to do this for 
them^' Confider, friends, pardon is ready, 
and grace is ready, and mercy is ready to 
embrace you finncrs.. 

Secondly^ We muft pray without ceaiing, 
continually, becaufe Ghrift is continually^ 
praying for Vis ; Chrift prayeth night and day 
f«»r us, when he was upon earth, even until 
he was in an agony, and now he is in heaven* 
he makes continual interceffion for us, Heb- 
vii, 2^5. Chrift in heaven is always prefent- 
ing to his Father ^5 fuiTering, and by his 
fufftrihgs and blood Ihed, and all that we 
pray for has been purchafed ; the bloo3 of 
Jefus ChrJft-cries in God's ear on the behalf 
of thofe that pray, that the curfe that Ghrift 
hathb,©rne maybe removed from them, that 
the iin for which Chrift was wounded may be 
forgiv^en them, that out of his fulnefe they 
i)iay receive grace for grace, and that for his 
fake they may be delivered from the wrath to 
come. Now, Friends, if Chrift prayed for 
usfo.long, and fo fervently, until he was ia 
an agony, and ftill prays for us in heaven; 
flaaU we yet lofe the beiHffits of all foj: wunt 
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af praying for ourfdvcs ? O forfliamc J See^ 
ing Chriil doth his part, let us do ours. 

Thirdly^ We muft pray without ceaCng, 
l>eQaiifc the fpirit is always ready to help our 
infirmities, Rom. viii. a6. The Spirit ig 
ready to iwftru^t us what to pray for j as to 
remove the load of indifpefition to this duty, 
to quicken our dreadnefs in the duty, 
to ealargc biir dt fires after grace, and to 
ftfcngthen us to wreftlc for a bleffmg. 

Folitthly^ We niuft pray continually,, be- 
caufe Satan is always ready to aflault us ; 
he * goes about like a roaring lion, fctking 
whom he may devour,' i Pet. v, 8. Sa* 
tan is never idle, he is always following us 
with fnares or temptation : Our life is full 
of temptations, and iball we not continually 
pray againft "Satan and his aflaults I Wicked 
Spirits are continually engaged againft us : 
Wewreftle, faid the apoftle, with principa- 
Iities*aud powers, and fpiritual wickedncfs 
in high places, Eph. vi. 12. \Yc had need 
therefore, to pray without cc-afii>g, feeing 
they ceafe not endeavorii^ to bring us both 
tofm and ruin. 

Fifthly i and lastly. We fibould pray with- 
out ceafing, becauff our corruptions quickly 
get ftrength upon the leaft neglc<^ of prayer. 
If by our watching, praying and wreftling 
with God, we have got fomc ftrength and 
power ?gainft our corruptions, as anger, pride, 
covetouibefs, flcflily lufts, fenliiulity, and 
o\j^-'affe<5llons are ugcved, and^4nflamcd t(^ 
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wards God a#d heavenly things, and we att? 
got into a ftate of grace, yet if we once let 
d«wn our watch, and negleft prayer, our 
corruptions will get ftrength again, ana our 
love to Gpd and holy things will decay : Now 
all thefe things confidered, we may fee that 
it is neceffary for us to take care that we be 
not carelefs, flight and negligent in our per- 
formance of this duty of prayer, but ftir up 
ourlelvcs in the performance ©f this dutysfcd 
to pray without ceafing. 

•Thus have I done with the do6lrinal part ; 
but before I proceed, I fliall anfwer an ob* 
jeftion which may lie in the way. 

One objeflion which fotne will make is 
this. Whether they ought to pray with a 
form ?~Sorae there be that hold a form of 
prayer, and ibme be agalnft it. 

Now, in anfwering this, objeSion, I fhall 
endeavour to reconcile both parties: You 
muft note, that there are twqkinds of prayer 
commanded by God : Firsts Py^bhc or family 
prayer : Secondly^ Secret prayer. , 

For the firft of jBiefe, if you be atbout pub- 
lic or family prayer, and are the fpeaker, it 
is moft convenient fbr you to pray in a itt 
form of words, fuited to the general neceili- 
ties of t^ofe that join with you, and the ne- 
cellities of mankind in general, throughout 
the--world. Such forms as, thofe are already 
compofed by '^any eminent divines. I fay, 
in public and family prtiy^r, it is molt conve* 
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ipent.topray in fuch a fet compofed form of 
words, and thofc that join with you, being 
acquainted with your matter, may with 
more re adincf? go sjlong with you in your cx- 
preiEons. ^ And a« for the lawfuhi^fs of thefe 
forms, coniider that Chrift hath givcti us a 
fct form of prayer, which is the Lard's pray- 
er. Novf this fdrm Chrift hath given us 
tothtobe a rule and pattern to dire6l u« in 
prayer, and alfo to be ufed in our prayers : 
The command' of Chrift in Matt. vi. 9. is 
in thefe ' word«, * After this manner pray 
ye, that is to teach us that the Lord'* Pray- 
er is given us not only to be ufed as a form, 
but alfo to be a rule for dirc<Sling us to pray, 
according ta that pattern. But in Luke xi* 
a. the command of Chrift is in thefe words, 
' when ye pray fay * our Father &c.' This 
ii sdfo to teach us, that the Lord's Prayer is 
ufed not only as a pattern or rule, but alio as 
a form to be ufed at the end of every public 
prayer. 

To conclude this, writcrfir record, that 
forms w.erc ufed when our Saviour Chrift 
Was upon earth, and Chrift joined with them 
in thofe forms ; ^nd yet Chrift nclrhcr con- 
tradiiSledthofeforrns, nor blamed them for 
^Cngthem. Therefore, if y our obje<5lion be 
coDcerning public or family prayer, I have 
icfRcicntly anfwered that. 

But Secondly^ If your obje<Slion be con- 
ccmi|g fecret prayer, I IhaU fpon refolye 
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y#u in that. If you a& whether you ought 
to pray in Cicret by a form ? This is th« 
fame as if yoii (hould afk whether a man 
ought to make ufe of his legt, or make ufe of 
his crutches to walk with? For y«u all 
know, that if a man be lame, and cannot uSt 
his legs, he ought to walk by crutches until 
he can have the ufe of his legs^ anil fling his 
crutches afide : even fo thofe that have hi- 
therto been ftrangers to prayer, and alfp to 
themfelves, who are weak, and have not at- 
tained unto the gift of pirayer, and therefore 
they know not how to pray, thefe ought to 
pray by a forfl3» and to make ufe of fuch 
forms as may lead them to the knowledge of 
their own particular fins, and their own nc- 
ceifities ; and then as f oon as they can come 
to know themfclves, their :own ^rticular 
fins and wants fo as to confefs them, their 
own corruptions and inclinations, fo as to la- 
ment over them, their own temptations fo as 
to pray againft them, alfo their own wat|ts> 
that they may bag of God to have them fup- 
plied : then they might no longer to ufe a 
form, but to lay it afide as ufclefs, becaufe 
they are able to cxprcik their own particular 
wants without it*' And befides there are no 
written forms of prayer, that can fuit with 
the ftatc and condition of every particular 
Cl^ftian ; for one Chriftirn is under ono 
circumftancc, and anqther under, ahethcr; 
therefore every one ought to fludy his owji 
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f OS, temptations and wants^ and then fall 
to prayer, acoording as h^ finds his own 
condition to be. Rut for a man, under 
whatfoever clrcumftance he be, yet for him 
to ufe a form, is a fign he prays for he knows 
not what. To give you an inftance or two ; 
fiippofc you were a condemned malefaftor, 
imd were going to the king to beg a pardort, 
you would Bot need a written form of words 
to carry with you ; for your own conditiou 
would teach you what to fay. Or, fuppofe 
a beggar fliould come to your door in a mife- 
i^ablc condition, ready to ftarve with hunger, 
you wo^ld foen hear how hard he would beg, 
what complaints he would make, and what 
trgumcnts he would ufe to move your pity, 
without a written form of words ; even fo, 
if you have but a true fight and fenfe of your 
fin and mifery, and of your want of fuch and 
fuch ftjul- mercies, you would not need a 
Written form to teach you what to fay to God, 
when you come to the throne of Grace, 

Thus I hope I have fufficiently fatisfied 
you in anfwering this obje6lion, whether 
you ought to pray by a fet form or not. 

Thus having done with th^ do6lrinal part 
aTid'^nfwered thefe objedlions, I come now 
to the application. The firft ufe ft all be a 
ufe of lamentation. If it be fuch a ncceffary 
duty of eyciy Chriftian to pray without cea- 
fing, then Vi^hat fliould we think of thofe that 
J^vver pray, aeitiier with their families, fi*r 
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yet in fecrct ? They mind nothing i)Ut thef 
things of the wotld, and the lufts oFthc flefh, 
but never fcek after God, Surely thefe 
muft be in a fad, niiferable 'condition. This 
is a lamentation, and muft be for a lamenta- 
tion, 

Secondly t The x^txt ufe {hall be of caution i 
Ictus be cautioned againft thefe two things t 

Firsts Let us take heed of a formal, -dull, 
carelcfs, and heartlefs performance of this 
duty of prayer. And that it may be avoided, 
take heed of rufliing unpreparedly into God's 
prefence. Butifyouafk, how. f fhall do to 
prepare myfelf aright for this duty of prayer? 
I.anfwer, if you would pray fo as your pray- 
er^ may be accepted and gratited, you ra'uft 
follow thefe direftions t 
•I. Befsre you go to prayer, ftudy the 
knowledge of yourfelves.} Examine how the 
cafe ftands between God and your fouls, and 
which way yourdefires run : and if you find 
that your defires run heaven ward, then exa^ 
mine the martyr of your defires, what it is 
you would have God to do for you .; ftudy 
youi fins and wiints, what corruptibns yo\i 
defire to be rid of, and what graces you 
would have God bcftow upon you. If you 
-do not acquaint yourfelves with your cafe be- 
fore hand, you cannot expedt to know it 
aright on a fuddcn ; as you go to pray, if 
you do not a6lually look into your hearts 
and lives before you go tp pra^yc;*, yu^ 
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fouls win be unhumLled, and want that live- 
ly fenCe of your necefficies, which muft put 
HFc into your prayers. Before you pray, 
confider what fia is, what God*s wrath and 
hell is, and what lufts and corruptions are - 
yet im you, and what grace and mercy you 
ftand in need oE, And this will make you 
pray, and pray to the purpofc, with all your 
heart. . 

%. As you g9 to prayer, take heed of 
vain and finful thoughts, that they do not 
conie in antf ipoil the duty. To this end, 
watch your hearts, your thought^, and your 
affe6lions, very carefully, that your hearts 
be not enfoared with the love of nooncy, 
pleafurcs, orany luftfuldefires : the thoughts 
willeai^.y follow the affefltionS. 

3. When you cotne to God in prayer, 
€ome in fuch humility as befeemeth a con- 
demi^d fianer, and yet in the faith and bold- 
hcfs that befeemeth a fon and a member of 
Jcfus Chrift : do not conceive a conceit of 
any worthinefy in yourfelves, yet take heed 
of any defpairing thought in prayer j but be 
as conft ant In every lawful re^ueft you alk, 
as if you faw your glorious Redeemer inter- 
<;eding for you with his Father. Faith and 
liopeisthe life of prayer. If you pray, and 
think you fliall never be the better for pray- 
ing, your prayer will have but little life ; 
therefore let a crucified and glorified Chrift 
ke always before your eyes in prayer, jnot in 
E 

Digitized by Google 



so 

z piAure, but in thoughts' of a believing 
mind* Sec. what the apoftlc faith t« the 
Hebrews, Heft, iv^ 14, 15, 16. * We haVe 
a ^cat High Prieft, that is paffed into the 
heavens, Jefus the Son of God, that was in 
all points tempted as we arc, and yet with- 
out fin, hhi us come therefore with boldnefs 
to the throne of grace, that w« tnay obtain 
mercy, and have grace to help in the time of 
need/ Alfo Heb, iv. %5^ *He is able to 
jfaveto the uttermoft, them that come unto 
God through him, leein j he ever liveih to 
make interccfEoh for them/ Yea, we have 
a protnile by Chrift for encouragement, John 
xiv. 13. * If you aft any thing in my name, 
1 will do it.' 

4. Labour hard with all your hearts, all 
the time you are praying, to k^ep them in a 
reverent, ferious, fervent frame, and fuffer 
them not to grow remifs and cold^ to turn 
prayeir, into lip labour, or into lifdefe fofm- 
aHty ; the heart may be fenfelefs, though the 
voice feem to be earned, and therefore the 
heart muft be carefully watched, and dili- 
gently ftirred up. 

5. In the l^ft place, the other caution I 
ftiaJl lay before you, is this : After prayer is 
done, take heed irf contenting yourfelves 
wjth the bare performance of that duty, 
thinking your work is doae, when your pray- 
er is done, but carefully examine how your 
thoughts have been, in what frame your 

Digitized by Google 



it 



] 



hearts haire been while you were prayiftg^ ! 
and then watch for a retura of prayer. Do not 
think you have doi^c enough, when you have 
done praying, but watch for a return of pray- 
er. David had been praying, *^d ^^^^ ^^ 
was refolvcd to hearken what the Lord 
fpeaks, Pfal. Ixxxv. 8. So the church, be- 
lieving that the Lord would hear, refolves to 
wait for him, Matt^ vii. 7. ' Therefore I 
'Will love the Lord ; will waic for the God of 
falvation : my God will hear-flae/ Friends, 
if you do not watch for return of prayer, 
you do not confidcr what you do, or whom 
you have to d« with in prayer. When you 
pray, you enj^age in an ordinance, and fliall 
that be ufcd m vain i You are • therefore to 
Hand Upon your watch tower, and to ebferve 
"writh the prophet, what G«d faid to you, 
Hcb. ii. I. Thia is the fecond.ufe. 

Thirdly^ The third and lift ufe fliall be of 
exhortation, for the ftiring'of you all up, both 
to family and fecret prayer. .As for family 
prayer: O be perfuaded for the Lord's fake 
that you. fhould make confcience of family 
prayer, not only in the evening, but every 
morning and evening. This is a duty that is 
ino{^ fadiy negleAcd in this age. O for the 
fake of your immortaJ fouls, do not fuiFer 
^ Jour company, bufincfs, and the delights of 
the world and flefli, to rob you of God's 
u love, and to ruin your body and foul forever. 
1-et me perfuade you to take this ceuiifel» 

Digitized by Google 



tfcat what company foevcr be at your hotife^ 
at uufealonaWe times, t<:U them thus : * That 
it is now time for you to be ?vith your God ; 
it is time for you to be at hdmc^ reading an^ 
praying in your fami-iies.* Bm if ycu 
cannot fhake ofl your^ company and 
bufinefs in time, ' then do at Abraham did> 
Gen. xxii# 5, who faid t® the young man, 
* Tarry liere,'whi]ft I and this lad go yonder 
and worihip.' Confider, frici-wls, y<Hir- fonlf 
arc ni»re worth than ten thoufani woilds f 
and you bad better negle^ any thing in thi« 
world, than to neglefl; your foul s« But leav- 
ing faid fomcthiBg for the pcrfuading to^m- 
ily prayer, in. my fcrmon on Jotk^a's refolu- 
tion, I need fay no mere of if^tter. 

Therefore, zdly. Let mc alfo exhort you 
tp fecret prayer : for it is to b^ feared, that 
this alfo is very much neglefled among us, 
nay, it is not only negle6led among l©ofe, 
prophane finners,. but alCo, it is to be feared, 
it is fadly negle^d by prrfcffors^ and th0f<i 
that arc conftant pefortuers of family duties. 
Many that make c©nfcicnce of praying in 
their families both night and morning, yet 
follow them to their chambers or clofets, and 
you fhall fee nothing of fecret prayer.-- 
Friends, 1 can teUyOu, thatby woful expe-i 
rience too, to prsy aright is the bardeft work 
in religion^; and that by reafon of th©fe ma- 
ny opportunities^ pull 'packs and hindrances 
in this duty. Secret prayer is the greatift 
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«iiemy the: devil has ; he cannot endure that 
people fliould go to pray in feeret, becaufe no 
duty can be more powerful in the pulling 
dewn of Satan'» kingdom in the foul, and 
fetting up the kingdom of Chrift, than fccret 
prayer. 

Cohfidcr that fccret prayer, if fervent, is a 
ftriving agair>ft fin and corruption ; for when- 
ever we are ftriving againft fmfor duty, and fin 
ftrivcs for th^ viAory ; whilft duty holds us up 
fin goes down j ,but when duty fl^gs, fin gets 
up. Secret prayer, if hearty, will make us 
wear)' of finning, or elfe firv will make us 
Weiary of iiich kind of praying. And if fe- 
eret prayer once be a wearifomenefs to us, it 
is a fad fign that fin gets the upper hahd : — 
there cantiot be^a more effectual way for a 
finner to kill his fin,< than by feeret prayer ; 
afinner never fights againflfin with a great- 
er zeal, nor with greater fuccefs, thr.n upon 
his knees. When once" a finper c®mes to 
Jtneei in earncft before Ged, his luft muft 
<iuickly kneel to him. Our coiifcflion of fin 
and lay iug of it open before the Lord, ®ur 
complaining to the Lord of it^ our crying to 
the Lord againft it, preffing him upon his 
promife, upon his covenant to help it, .thefi? 
^e the mightieft batteries that we can make 
fcr the beating down the ftronghold o£ fin, 
O be perfuaded to be inftant and^onftant in 
feeret prayer; fct your times for ferret pray- 
<r> and ^^eep your times, and make a firr* 
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rcfolfltion with yonridvc* to do it. Now, 
for th€ farther ftiring you up to the duty of 
fecrct prayer, confidcr thcfc few things. 

Firsts Confidcr that if yoti ihakc confci- 
eace of fccret prayer daily aiid frequently^ 
this would be an evident fign of your upright- 
nefs and fmcjBrity ; it is a fign yo* feck God 
hiuifelf, when none but God knows of ymi^ 
fee king of himt He is not a true Ghriftian 
outwardly, but he is a true Cbriftian that iS; 
one inwardly, whofe praife is not of men but ^ 
of God, Kom, ii. aS,^ ap. But he that. 
lives in the negledl of fetrct duties, though 
he pafs in the world to be never fo gop4 a 
Chrifiian, yet he is in God's acgount no bet- 
ter than a hypocrite. 

Secondly^ Confidcr fecret prayer is a -mar- ' 
vellous way to thrive in grace, and- 1© grow 
rich towards God. By this means, faith 
will grow exceedingly, our loVc to God will 
abound, ©ur fouls will profpcr. O what a 
great benefit do^s he reap thereby? How 
good does he find God to be unto his foul S 
So that he can by experience fay with the 
Pfalnjijft PfaU Ixxxi. 7. * That he ijs plen- 
teous in mercy to all tl^t caltupon him.' 

Thirdly^ Confid^t, fecret prayer is a 
means to fit you for*public ordinances ; tho% 
that are the moft upon their knees in their 
chambers or clofets, will receive moft bene- 
fit in public. Godmuft be fought . unto in 
fecret to fit txs d^r public woifliip : ihofs 
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diat, before ihey come to bear, pray earncft- 
ly in fecrct, that the gofpel may come to 
them not in the word only, but in power al- 
&, for the cutting down the ftrong hold; oF 
fia, and for the building them up in grace 
andholihefs; thofc are moil likely to find 
the gofpel working eiFe^lually upon th«m, 
and that it is the power »f God for their fal- 
vation, Rom. i* 16, 17. 'for I am not 
afliamed of the gofpel of Chrift : f6r it is the 
power of God unto falvation, to every one 
that believeth, to the Jew firft, and alfo to 
the Greek. For therein.is the righteoufnefs 
of God revealed from faith tofaith : as it is 
written, * The juft (hall live by faiths' 

Thofe that, before they come to the Lord's 
fuppcr, etamine themfelves alone, beg that 
God would fetch them, and are importuiiate 
with Gad for ftrength againft every corrupti- 
on, as pride, covetoufnefs, envy, anger, 
malice, alfo againfl a hard heart, fluggiflinefs 
anddulnefs of fpirit, difordered affe6lions, 
fell. love, fenfuality, and the like : they al- 
fo, that beg for all the fruit's of Chrift's fuf- 
fering, and for all graces of his fpirit ; fuch 
aathefe are not like to be fent enjpty away. 

Fourthly^ Confider, fccret prayer is a 
Rtean to keep public duties upon the heart, 
after public exercife is ended. Your work is 
Rot done when public exercife 'V9 over, but 
you arc immediately, as foon, as you come 
aouie, to go alone, and in fectet t0 pr^y 
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aver the word that you have heard . Thus, 
Firft^.Ha* any fin been laid open whereof 
you know yourfclves to be guilty ? Then 
confefs k» and bewail it, and beg pardon for 
it, and for ftren^th aga'fnft it, and rcfolve to . 
ftt yourfelves againft it fqr the time to ccjne, 
Seco^idly^ Has any duty been prefled upon 
you I Then mention to God this dety iii fe- 
cret, to incline your heart to perform it. 

FiJMy^ Confider, fecrei prayer is- the* 
way to have efpecial tokens ot God's love, 
and thofc joys that aftranger does not inter- 
meddle with. O the fwect meltings and . 
thawirgs of the heart for fin, that the faints 
meet with in feeret prayer ! O the vifits that 
the great Phyfician of fouls docs make to 
poor fmners in this duty ! and the inward 
joy, peace and comfort, that the faints do 
meet with in their feeret addreffes unto God 
by prayer ? And, friends, fliould not this 
be a great encouragement to you t^ be fer- 
vent in feeret prayer ; but if all thils be* not * 
encouragement enough, 

Coafidcr in the fixth and laft place. That 
if you daily and fervently pray in feeret^ me- 
ditate and examine yourfelves, and take 
pains with vour own hearts in feeret, God 
will reward you openly. This is the argu- 
ment that Chrift ufed to enforce feeret pray- 
cr. IViatth. vi. 6. * When thou prayeft^ 
enter into thy clofet, andfliut the door, and 
pray to thy Father which is in feeret, atvi 
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thy Father which feeth in fecret fliall reward 
thee openly.' 'As fecret wickednefs ftiall be 
openly puniflied, fo Ihall fecret duties be 
•openly rewarded before men and angels at 
the laftday. 

Now, in. the next place, I fliall give you 
Ibme direSion for the attaining of the gift of 
prayer, and alfofurniih you with matter for 
praying, who are bare of matter, as well as 
for thehclpofthofe who arc of a weak capa- 
city r And becaufe I would omit nothing 
that might l»e for the good of fouls, that might 
be a mean and a way to help them to heaven, 
I havj5 now, thro' the help of G#d, wrote 
one treatllc more upon this fubje6l to dire6l 
you how to attain the g':f c of prayer, and fup- 
ply you with matter for prayer, with fome 
direftions for fhort ejaculatory prayer, ani 
the Lord givtyou underllanding. 



*ND OF THE riRST JART. 
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SAINT'S DUTY & EXERCISE; 

OR, AN EARNEST 

I^JJVITATION TO THE THRONE 
OF GRACE. 

THE SECOND PART. 

. TNCSi. V. 17. ^ray witbmi ctaftfif* . 

IN my fiift, C'^^^ Saint's Duty and 
Exercise) I flic wed, 

ift, What prayer IS, 

2dly, I gkvc ibme rcafons why we (houl4 
pray without ccafing ; 

3dly, and laftly, I made fome application. 
Where, 

I. I gave an ufe of Lamtntation. 

a. An ufe of Caution. 

3, An uf« of Exhortation. But, '^ 

B«cauf«thisduty of prayer is of fot great 
cooiequcnce, that the . right petfornuince of ■ 
iffebWfi a man or woman to be in a convert- 
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'•dan^ renewed ftate, and in their way t» 
heaven and eternal glory, but the negleft of 
this great duty flicws plainly, whatever they 
think of themfelves, that they are yet in 
their unconverted and unrenewed ftate, and 
€o in the broad way to hell and damnation : I 
fhall therefore, (by the help of God) endea- 
vor to do according to my pr#mife in the 
firft book J that is, to enlarge my ufc of ex- 
hortation. 

tstj By {hewing you how you Ihall attain 
unto the gift of prayer, and by what means 
you may come, to be furniftied with matter 
for prayer, that are barren of mattar. 

zdly, I fliall give you fome direftions con- 
cerning fhort ejaculatory prayer, 

jfll/y. If you are dead and dull, I (hall in 
the laft place give you fome dire6lio^s, how 
ytou may get your hearts enlivened and quick- 
ened, and how you may come to be fervent 
and hearty in prayer, and fo I ihall conclude 
this fubje6t. 

Now, in the firft place, do as one of 
Chrift's difciples did, Luke xi. i. who came 
to Chrift, and defired him to teach them to 
pray, even as John taught his dUclples : fo 
go you to God in th^ name of Chriil:, and 
defir^ him to teach you to pi-av/; lay, * Lo^ 
ccuch me to pray/ B.'g for God's holy Spi • 
rit, that he would help you^o pi'ay, aft^Jif- 
iUt v>u in prayer, and put words ill to your 
siouih; foi- it b the Spirit that mud help 
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your infirmities, faith the apoftle, Rom, viii. 
a8, * Fer wc know not what f pray for a» 
we ought : — ^but the Spirit itfelf makcth in- 
terceiiion for us, with groans that cannot 
be expreflcd.* And* if you come with ap 
eamcft deiire of the Spirit's help, he will 
afllft you. But this is net aU ; for there are 
other means that you muftiife, if you defire 
to attain unto the gift of prayer. 

lirst^ You muft lab#ur to be well acquaint- 
ed with yourfelf J ftudy well your hearts and 
lives, and ftudy truly the word and will of 
God, and all the branches of the ten' com- 
mandments, which you may do by the help 
of the Aflembly's Catechi&n, or any other 
book which e^xplains the ten Comraandmeiit;?. 
Study alfo the meaning of the Lord's prayer, 
and there yW will find how. fliort you come 
of fanflifying God's name> and doing of. his 
will; and Row far the kingdom of grace i* 
from coming into your foi^s, when you exPC* 
ritnce the kingdom of fin ind Satan to reiga 
there fo much. 

SWomlly^ For the furnifliing ydli with mat- 
ter for. prayer. In the next place, ftudy 
GeJandChrift, and-labour to know him i» 
his nature, attributes and works, and cfpc- 
cially labour to be acquainted with his deaJ- 
ings towards you, and then ycu will fee wb^t 
a holy and rightecus law you break, what a 
God you have offtncled, even your MukttTi 
Treferver and Benefiiaor. « - • 
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Once more, ftudy well the truth and fulth- 
fclnefs of God, and then you will fee "vyhat 
promifes you h*ve flighted, and what threat- 
aings you have coate^incd, and.thefe things 
will caufe you to aggravate your fins in con- 
feffing of them, and befides they wiH make 
you the more earneft in begging pardon for 
them, and to ftudy God*s great goodnefs to 
you, and to think on the fevcral kinds of his 
tftcrcy^ which* he has beftowed upon you, 
both for your fouls and bodies. For inftance, 
ty what wonderful merey your lives are pre- 
ferved, and you faved from all dangers, when 
there are fo many diftempers, and fuch a mul- 
titude of daHgers, And tathis end he re* 
news his mercy to you eveyy morning and 
every night, anid every hour ; he alfo by his 
good hand of providence feeds you with the 
fruits of- the earth,' gives thfem virtue to 
iouriJh you, and gives you an appetite to di- 
geft them ; alfo ht continues^ur cafe, wliilil 
niany others are in pain and mlferyj alfo he 
continues the fight of your eyes, and the 
life of all your f^nfes and mtmbers, and gives 
you fweei and Comfortable reft, andcomtort- 
abie habitation ; and befides, the great ^lercy 
of all is, you being in a loft and undone ftute 
and condition, he delCvered up his dearly be- 
Wed Son a facrifice upon the crofs, that. by 
his fuffcrings and death he' might deliver ycu 
ftom hell and eiei nal wrath, andpurchafe hea- 
Vvu & falvatioufov you ; and upon this account 
F 
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he hath given you the light of his holy word 
and gofpel ; he hath ghrenyouhis fabbathand 
his minifters, and his holy Spirit to teach 
and inftruft you in the way to heaven and 
happincfj. Now, if you will but ftudy all 
thefe forts of mercies, what abundance of 
matter will you find for praifeand thankfj^v- 
ing I Study alfo what temptations you daily 
raeet withal in the world ; what fnares, baits' 
and allurements you often meet with, prompt- 
ing you on to pride, luftfulnefs, wantonhcCs^ 
covetoufnefs, intemperance , malice or re* 
venge, and how apt you are to be overcome 
by thofe temptations^ and then you will fin^ 
matter enough to pray for power and ftrength 
againft thofe temptations, that you be not 
overcome. Study alfo what a vidlory you 
have got over fuch and fuch lufts, ani then , 
you will find matter of praife and thankfgiv- 
ing to God for giving you that victory, as the 
apoftle <ftd, 1 6l5r, xi. 17. Alfo you will 
find matter to bewail and lament over thofe 
fins and corruptions that you cannot yet find 
you have got any viftory over. 

Thirdly, Study well the fulnefs of Clirlft, " 
and your own emptinefs, and this will furnifh 
you with matter of prayer, Confiderv that 
in Chrift there is fulaefs of grace, there is 
power to repent of fins puft, there is ftrenglh ■ 
agjiinft corruption, there is power enabling • 
the'finner to layjiold of Chrift by a faving 
faith: there is the grace of cSvin^-- lovc^ oi 
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holy fear, of patience, of graces implanted 
in nature, but they arc all purchafed by the 
blood of Chriil, and they are all hid in Chrift, 
to be beftowcd upon all fuch as earneftly delire 
them, and feek arid labour by hearty fervent 
prayer for the obtaining of them, Col. i. 9. 
' For it plcafeth the Father that in him fhall 
rilfulnefs dwell.' 80 in John i. 16. ' For of 
hisfulnefs all have received grace for grace.' 
Friends, if you did but once come to ice the 
fulnefs of Chrift, and your mwn emptinefs, 
you Would never ceafe crying unto him, un- 
til your fouls are repleniihed with thofe fav- 
ing graces which are purchafed for loft fm- 
n:ers, and laid up in Chrift. You know that 
a child, when he fees a pedlar's pack opened, 
and therein fo many things, will cry to his 
father, ' Father give .me this or that :' — fo 
you would cry to God your heavenly Father, 
for fuch aod fuch heavenly graces, if you did 
but once come, to fee the riches of Chrift, 
and your own wants and neceffities; 

Fourthly^ Obfcrve how the cafe goes with 
the church and people of God, and hov/ the 
€afc goes with your neighbors and relations, 
and with families wher<|ry0u dwell in refpe6l 
to their fouls, and this will furnifti you with 
matter of prayer and interceffion. 

Fifthly^ Join as often as ye can with 
praying perfons, and of them you may learn 
to pray. , ' 
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Sixtblyy and Lastly, For y©ur help, get 
fome forms of prayer by heart (out of a book) 
and make life of them, until by them you 
cbme to know your own ins, and wain ts, and 
{• can pray better without them. Butl ne^d 
not fend you a prayer book to learn to pray ; 
dobutftudy and c#nfider well what I have 
wrote in this little book, ani follow this rule; 
namely, ftudy well yonr fin?, cormptfens 
and temptations, your wants and your daily 
mercies, and then you will be furnilhed with 
matter e»ough for prayer. 

Thus, have I finifhtd the$rft thing I pro- 

mlfed, that is, to fliew you how you fliaU 

Attain the gift of prayer, and to furnilh y<iu 

, with matter, who are weak and barren of 

matter. I fhall be brief in the other tw9. 

Secondly^ I promifcd alC» to give you 
fome direftions concerning fliort ejaculat«ry 
prayer : and this is a fiidden lifting up of tlw 
heart t© Ood iii a fliort phrafe. Which maybe 
done at any time, or any place mt eompany, 
efpecially when you are alone,, when you are 
at your work, or when you are walking or 
travtUing by the way : then you niay often 
lift up your heartsr to God in fome ihort 
prayer, and yet no hindrance to you in what 
you are about : and befides you may meet 
with fome cafualties, or fome temptations, 
or fome motions may come intoyoiir mind to 
movevduto fome ihort breaking forth of 
your louk ta God, and as oceafion fcrvts, 
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karn to plead with God, and plead his at- 
tributes, thus : 

First, when you chance to meet with auy 
tempting ®r cnfnaring objc6l, fo that you 
are afraid of being capght in the devil's hook, 
then plead God's ©mnipotency thus : 

" O mpft wife, omni|>otent, all feeing 
God, from whom no fecrct thing can be hid, 
who markeft all my ftepa, and underftandeft 
iny thoughts afar <5fF, 1 pray thea give me 
grace, that I may fee ?thee always before 
mine eyes, and be mindful of my appearance 
at the bar of thy jujlice, that I may not dare 
to venture upon that fin that 1 am now 
tempted to." 

Secondly^ If you find any fin or luift like to 
overcome you, then plead' God's power and 
all fufficicncy thus : 

" O almighty great and glorious Lord 
God, whofe ftrength is made perfeft in weak- 
Jiefs, I pray thee, according to thy Alraigli- 
ty. power, ftrengthen me according to thy 
grace, that I may by thy help be enabled to 
overcome this fin, thisluft, this vanity." 

K/><^/y, If for want of taking heed you 
chance to be overtaken, and faU into any 
kind of fin, then plead the mercy and gopd- 
nefs of God, and the merits of Chrift for 
your pardon, thus : 

' O moft merciful, gracious, and loving 
Father in Chrifi:, I humbly .entreat thee, for 
hia bitter death and bloody paflions's fake, 
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that thou wouUft pardon and forgive me thU 
fin, <and give me grace te rife again by t^uc 
repentance, and to be more watchful over 
my heart and my Jife for the time to come." 

^ Whenfoever you think upon your natural 
pollutions and defilements, thtn plea4 th0 
holinefs of God thus : < 

. *< m#ft holy, holy, holy Lgrd Go<l of 
labbaoth, who art of purer eyes than to be- 
hold iniquity : I pray thee wafli aWay my 
fins in the blood of Jefus Chrift, fan&ify 
my nature, purify my confcience from dead 
works.'* ' 

But to be fliort, if, you are under any 
doubts or fears, or under any kind of afili£ti- 
on, then ple^d the wifdom of God, that h^ 
would work all things about for your go^. 

AUb when you are going to read, , ©r Ticar 
the word of God, then plead God*s truth 
and faithfulnefsi that for his truth's fake, he 
would give you grace to hearken to his 
counfcls, obey his precepts, embrace his^ 
promifes, and ftand in awe of his thrcat- 
nings. 

Lastly^ Once more, when you are going 
about the fet duty of pfayer, and find your-r 
felf to be dull and unfic for that duty, then 
plead the quickening Spirit of God thus : 

" O infinite, eternal, and everlafting 
Goiii who art life it felf, and giveth life and 
being to all creatures, and by the virtue of 
ChriiVs refurreaion, will one day raif^ the 
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dead out of their graves : I befccch thee alfo, . 
b}^,the ftme virtue, that thou wouldcft quick- 
en my dead and dull fpLrit : fuffer me not t© 
bring adeidiacrifite Wfore ^ living God; 
but take from me deadnttfs, dullncfar and 
drowfincfs, of whatfoever hinders or kidif- 
pofcth me to duty. Quicken nae, I pray 
thee, to dutyi and quicken me iii duty ; iii- 
fpire in mc, I bcfeech thee, a new fpiritual 
life ; and this I beg for Chrift's fake,*' 

Thus I have endeavored, a$ plain as I 
could, to put words into your tinsMths, and 
teach you haw to pray, both by a fct duty, 
and by &ort ejaculations. To conclude all, 
when you are going to pray, labour to ftir up 
your fouls into a lively and ferious belief of 
the unfeen 'things of another world ; and 
pray as if you faw God in bis glory, as if you 
faw heaven and hell, the glorified and the 
damned, Ghrift in heaven interceding for 
yoiu Such a believing fight as this will 
inake you ferious, and pray to purpofe with 
all your hearts. Thus by following of thefe 
rules you will by God's help, obtain a fer- 
vency in prayer. Now cc!Jnfiaer thefe things, 
and the Lord give you under {landing. 
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THE 

ACCEPTED TIME, 

^ AND 

DJr OF SJLVA7IQN. 

% Cor, iv. Part of vcr. a. 

Sehold^ now is the Accepted Time ! 
BeboUf now, ,is the Day of Salvation. - 



THE occafion «f thefe words may %t 
taken from the words immediately before th« 
text, which are the Lord?s own words, 
fpoken by the mouth of the prophet* Ifa. 
xllx. 6, faying, ' I have beard thee i!i a time 
accepted, and in a day of falvation I haye 
helped thee/ Or as it were, from the 
wwds before the tfcxt. In a day of falvation 
I have fuccoured thee. Aild from thence 
the apoflle takes occafion to fliow us when 
th^t accepted time, and day of falvation is, 
wherein God hears us and accepts us, and 
that he doth here in the words T)f my text| 
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* Behold, -liiw is the accepted time, behold, 
HOW is the day of falvation.' 

From thefe words I {hall gather this gene- 
ral obfervation. 

That the only time to make our peace with 
God, and thereby to obtain mercy and falva- 
tion, is now, thii prefent'ftate of grace ; the 
time prcfent is the only ^ accepted time, for, 

* behold, now is the accepted time, behold, 
now is the day of falvation/ 

The text affords us thefe two general parts- 
Sirstj Here is a double note of attention : 

* behold !beholdr 

Secondly^ Here is the fubjeft matter to be- 
hold, that is, ' Now is the accepted time:' 
an4» * Now is the day of falvation.' 

^irst, Here is a double note of attention : 

* behold I behold P Now to behold a thing is 
to take great notice of it and to obferve it, 
^itd to mind it ; and we may be fure, that 
whenCoever we are c?illdd upon to behold a 
thing, it tnuft be Cimething of great concern, 
there are many things that arc not worth be- 
hoWing ; for if you mind it, you may find in 
the fcriptures, that when any thing is men- 
tioned that is of a greater concernment than 
others, ^tis always brought in this note, ^ be- 
hold!' As Lament, i. fa. * Behold.Vind fee 
if there be any for row like unto my forrow.* 
A matter of great concernment. So John i* 
^9. * Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the fin» «f the world {* and many oth- 
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ers. Now there cannot be a matter of great- 
er concern than this in -my text, that *• Now 
is the accepted time, and now is the day of 
falvation.* A thing which concerns our win- 
ning w looting of heaven forever; a thing 
which concerns our cvcrlafting peace, or bur 
cverlafting woe ; that now is the time, when 
if we in earncft feek for mercy, we may have 
it ; now is the time, when if we feek and 
defire grace, pardon and falvation, we fhall 
be accepted: but afterwards,^ all our praying, 
crying and entreating, will be in vain. KoW t 
what can be mere worth our beholding thaa . 
this? This is a matter which concerns our- 
felves, and is of the greateft concernment in 
the world, therefore, this requires a^double 
note of attention, to put us in mind of it: 

* behold! behold 1' 

And fo I pafs, Secondly ^ From the note 

* behold,' t© the fecond general part, the 
fubjcft matter to * behold;* and tb/t alfo is 
double : ' Behold, now is the accepted time, 
behold, now is the day of falvation.* New, 
though the accepted time, and the day of fal- 
vation are "two words, yet in fenfe, they ar||p 
one and the fame, for the * accepted time* is 
our day of falvatiop, and our ' day of fal- 
va-tion* is the accq)ted time; wherein, if 
we unfWgnedly feek the Lord, and turn to 
him by true repentance, we^fliall be fure to 
be accepted, pardoned and faved: For, ' Be- 
hold, now is the accepted time, and the day 
of falvation*' 
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• Now, in thcf further profecution of this 
fubjcft, I fliall proceed after this manner. 

First f I (hall flicw you, that with us there 
is,*fuch a thing as an * accepted timei anrf 
day of falvation;* 

Secondly^ I fhaill fliew you the feafon when, 
this * accepted time and d^y of falvation !«♦* 

• *rbirdlyj The reafon of it — And, 
Lastly^ The application, 

I fliall begin with the firft jand fliew you^ 
that with us, there is fuch' t * time and day 
of falvation,'— And, 

first, In refpeft of the fallen angels, wha 
never had fuch ^ a feafon of time allotted 
them. Alas '• t^y committed one fin againit 
God, and that but only in thought, and yet 
for that one fin they were thruft out of hea- 
ven, and rffervedin chains of darknefs unto 
the dreadful day pf judgment. They being 
once fallen, had never a^day of falvation of- 
fered them ; they never had one moment of 
lime allotted them, upon the ii«riprovement of 
which they might have been rcferved to mer- 
cy. Therefore, if they fhould pray and cry ^ 
and iiitreat the Lord never fo earHeftly, that 
he (hould forgive them that one fin^ and ref- 
tore them once more to mercy, yet they 
ihall never be regarded. Chrifi: fufTeredxnot 
lor them : there was not one dro{3 of blood 
ihed to walh away their fins ; ' For he took. 
-lOt upon him the nature pf angels, but tke 
feed of Abrabv^m/ Heb. vi. i6. 
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to torment them^ as thefe damned fouk now 
have. 

TJbirdlyj Thetc 5s fuch a time as an ' ac- 
cepted time, and day of falvation,' ? in oppo- 
fition to what fhall be with us hereafter ; if 
we let it flip, when we come to hell, we 
fliall bei in the fame miferable condition that 
thofe damned foixld are in, that are already 
there. Confidcr that man being created in 
a holy and righteous ftate, and we being fall- 
en, if God had not f«und a way for our re- 
coveiy, we had been left in in as miferable 
a condition as the loft angels were. But 
God, of his wfpeajfcable mercy^ looked in 
tender love i^on loft mankind, and gave his 
dearly beloved -Son to fuffer and die for. us f 
and for his fake he hath afforded every on© 
of us a d^ of grace, which, if we duly im- 
prove, in turni^ng to God, in receiving of 
this his Son, as he is offered, we fliall b« 
accepted, pardoned, and faved.; but iJF we 
fquander away this precious feafon, in fol- 
Wing vanity and foolery, in fatis lying our 
Iiifb, and pleafing ourfelves, until the door 
Of mercy be fliut, our damnation will be far 
more great, than if we never had fuch ?n 
opportunity put into our hands. This is the 
firfthead, there is with us fach a time as un 
* accepted time and day of falvatioii.' 

Secondly, 1 fliall fliew, when this '■accept- 
ed time and day of falvation' is ; that is, it is 
liow J now is the * accepted ti^iie,' and now 
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is HWdayoffalvation.* The apoftledoti 
Xiot fp^k It in the future tcnfe,^ that foon rf- 
ter will be an * accepted tinac : though you 
continue- in your fins for a while, rebelling 
againft God, grieving his Spirit, and pro- 
voking him to wrath, y^t if you. turn to God 
hereafter, you fliall be accepted ; no, but he 
fpeaks in the prefcnt tenfe, * Behold now it 
the ;^ccepted time :' ail mankind are in a mi- 
ferable ftate by nature ; and it is now that 
the terms ©f mercy are offered you, and an 
opportunity of grace 'J put into your hands; 
mark what our Saviour faith, Matth. vi 25. 
* Agree with thine advcrfaryguickly, whilft 
thou art in the v/ay with lilxh^ left at any 
time the adverfary deliver the?- to tl\^ judge, 
and thejudg:e deliver thee to the ofiTccr and 
thou be caft into prifon ; verily I fay unto 
thee, thou flialt not come out tfcence, till 
thou had paid the uttermoft farthing/ Now, 
God is our adverfary, for we are all by na- 
ture cremies to God by reafon of iin, but 
yet God^ of his tender love, hath given us 
terms of reconciliation ; agixe, therefore, 
with him quickly, before his juftice has feiz- 
ed upon thee, and thou be delivered to the 
ofEcer, the devil, ar.d then thou fhalt by 
him be caft i^uo the prifon of hell, and there 
thou muft lie in e.xtrtme and intolerable tor- 
ments, until thou hall paid the utmcft far- 
thin;; of God's juillce, v/hich cannot be to 
all eternity. O 1 therefore agree and mak« 
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ymxr peace with your God quickly, whfift 
thou art in a fair way with him to be recon- 
ciled, for he offers you termi of mercy ; he 
hath flie^cd you in his word, by what means 
you may come to make an agreement with 
him. Col. i. *o. And if God fo cajrncftly 
deiirei our reconpiliation witl* him, in what 
a fair way are we the^»with God to be rc- 
con(flcd. But if you continue in your un- 
coRverted ftate, and in your curaity with 
G©d a little longer, until the f»afonoi grace 
be at an end, and God ha^h fhut s^gainft you 
the door of mercy, then God and youwili 
be irrecoHcileablc for ever j then all your 
pra)reri, tears, and cndcavoi-s, fliall never 
be accepted : . then nothing remaini but the 
prifon of hell, and ta be call there to remain 
for ever and ever. . Therefore, ai Kliphaz 
ffaidtojob, fo I fay to you, Job, xxii. 2^l. 
Acquaint now thyfelf with him, and be at 
peace, thereby good fliall comfe unto thee,'' 
for behold^ now is the time that thou tnayeft 
be accepted. But more particularly to fhew 
you when this ' accepted timt and day of 
falvatian' is, it is now, in this life ; for 
there is no making our peiw^e with God afr 
tcr death* Therefore faid Solomon EccL 
ix. lo. * Whatfoover thy hand findeth to do, 
doit with thy might j for there. is no work, 
nor deviqe, nor knowledge, nor wifdom iu 
the grave, whither thou goeft/ 
Now throHgh God's grace you may be 
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converted; if yctyou arc enemic* to God, 
y«u may be reconciled ; if yet you are in \ 
yixt {ia$, you may bs pardoned ; if y-ct yoa 
arc in a ftate of damnation : yoi\^ may be 
brought into a ftate of falvatiori : but when 
once death has Ihut your eyes, then your 
condition willlpe unalter^le fore ver ; * Imuft 
work the work of him that fent me jvhilft it 
is day, for the night comcth when no^ man 
can work.' , 

' But, yet, though the time of this life be 
the * accepted time and day •£ falvation ;' 
yet every time of man's life may not be an 

* accepted tirae' with him ; for with foinc 
the ' day of falvationV lafteth all their life 
long, and with fome it doth nox : therefore, 
well might the prophet cry out : Ifa. 6, 

* Seek ye the Lord while he may, be found, 
call on him while he is near;* for there may 
come a time, that the Lord will not be found 
thou^^h he. be foifgbt never fo diligently. 
Heb. xi. 6. I Ihall, therefore, ihew ydli 
fonae certain feafon of man's life, which, if 
you have but wifJom to knt)w them, and 
grace to improve them. I need db little 
more than rrame them. 

First, The time of youth i» the ' accept- 
ed time,' Remember thy' Creator in the 
days of thy youth,' fays Solomon, Eccl. 
xii. I. % 

Secondly, The time of health and ftrcngth 
is the * accepted 'time.' In the old law, 
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that which was offered up in fj^crifice, which 
was torn, blind or lame, was not accepted ; 
this flicws, that thofe who fpent the bell of 
their days and ftrength yi the work of the dq- 
vil,~ and then think to give themfelves up to 
God when ficknefs, lamenefs and feeble old 
age comes, muft never look to be accepted j 
God will not be put off with the devil's ieav- 

Thirdly^ The time of the gofpel is the 
* accepted time.' Praying opportunities, 
fermon opportunities, fabbath opportunities, 
facramcnt opportunities, thefe are feafons of 
falvation, for we kno\y not liow foon God 
may remove our candlellick out of its place, 
and take from us the meaas of graces uni 
then the opportunitiiis of grace will be at an 
end. 

Fourthly y and Lastly ^ The time of God's 
Spirit's working and Ilriviag in the heart of 
wicked men, is the accepted ticne, and thi^y 
■ that obey the calls of God's Spirit when hs 
firives, (liall be fare' to be accepted, let it be 
at what time foever, whether it be in youth 
or old age'. God's Spirit is compared to 
^fbah's dove, which Noah lent oat of the ark, 
and it returned to him again .and again ; but 
when he fen t the djve out the third tiine, it 
never returne>.v to hiii> more. So the Spirit 
of God hath its goings and coiuingsj it- 
comes at one time into the heart of a iinner, 
and fecredy calls upon him to repent and b^- 
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come a aeW/crcature : — But the finncr, peff 
haps, linics thefc good motions, quenches 
the Sph'it, ^nd continues ftill in his iinful 
courfe of hfc. Then, it may be, the Spi- 
rit departs, and then comes again and again, 
and at laft, the Spirit being often rcfifted, 
and grieved, he is provoktd finally to depart, 
and never to trouble him more; and then 
grace is departed, and he is immediately (Je- 
lly ered up to u hard htfart, and a reprobate 
mind, that fliall never repent. And when 
once he is brought to that pafe, then all fer- 
nions and all prayers in the wortd, will ne- 
ver do him any good. Oh ! thefefare, have 
a care of quenching and' grieving the holy 
Spirit of God when it iecretly , jftirs ana 
works in your hearts ; but be careful to obey 
its motions, left the Spirit being grieved, 
withdraw itfelf finally, and never return 
more, and then your accepted time, and day 
of falvation, will have ?in end. Now with 
ns there is fuch an accepted time and day of 
filvation ; and that for thefe two reafons, I 
ihall but jnft name them. 

Firsts That thereby the faints might have 
occi^rion forever tojnagnify the free grace of 
God, that he hath not left them to perifti in 
their miferable ftate, but hath offered thtm 
terms of mercy, and hath put an.opportu- 
tunity of falvation into their ^and,^ and hath 
g veil them grace to improve it.* 

Secondly ^^T};v2^t thereby thy Vicfcedneft 
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may be left wit>iout excufe ; for there is ne- 
ver a damned foul in hell that can plead this, 
that they never had a 4*y of grace, O I it 
"would he. a great leffening of their torments 
if they wc^l4 plead fo, Alas I there never 
was a man or woman, fince the creation of 
the world, but hath had a feafon of grace; 
there was never any that yet lived, be their 
liv^ (hort or long, but who, before they die, 
have mercy offered them, and an accepted 
timetofeekitin. Therefore, the wicked fliall 
be left without excufe : nay, it will add much 
to their torments to confider, that-they ones 
bad a feafon of grace and falvation, and yet 
wilfully loft it. O let every one, therefore, 
both fmall and great, behold and confide r,' 
That now is the accepted time, and nov/ is 
the day of falvation. 



THE APPLICATION. 

The firft ufe that I (hall make of this, 
fliall be a ufe of terror to all fuch as fquan- 
der and trifle away the precious feafons of 
grace and falvation.' Friends, you have 
heard that God's Spirit will' not always 
ftrive with raafi,: God is not bound to wait 
all ai man's life long. If God continues 
Waiting from one time to another, and yet 
you turn a deaf car to hi». calls, and fiight 
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hk warnings, and will go on refolutcly and 
prefumptuoufly in your fin, O ^ead and trem- 
ble, in that dreadful pJacc of fcripturc, Prov, 
i. a I. to the end; mark there how lovingly 
God expoftulates with wicked men, faying", 
How long, ye fimpic ones, will you love in- 
iquity ; and ye fcorncrs, delight in fcorning; 
aad y« fools hate knowledge ? And then fee 
his loving call and invitation, v« 23. Ttira 
at my reproof. And alfo his gracious pro- 
mife,' Behold I will pour out my Spirit upon 
you, I will make known my words unco you. 
But yet all this moving and, expoftulation, 
invitationi and promife, prevailed nothing 
with them ; they would run oa in their evil 
courfes iov all that ; therefor^^ fee what God 
faith to them nov/, v. 24. Becaafe I have 
called and ye refufed, I have ftretthed out 
my hand, and no man regarded, but ytihave 
fet at nought all my counfels, and woula none 
of ray reproof, I will alfo laugh at your ca- 
, lumity, and will mock when your fear com- 
eih ; when your fear cometh as a whirlwind, 
when defolation and anguifli cometh upon 
them ; then fliall they call upon me, but I 
will not anfwer ; then Ihall- they feek me 
early, but lliall not find me ; they hated 
knowledge, and did not chufe the fear of 
the Lord. 

He that would not whllii he may, 
Wlitn he would, ihail have nay, 
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This was the cafe of Efau ; he was hunt- 
ing and followed his flefhly delights, when 
God was calling him to repentance ; though 
he fo\ight it carefully with tears. Geo. jtx. 
ay. Now God may call men to turn and 
be faved, both by his word and by his, Spirit, 
and they will not regard ; but when thip 
their day of falvation is elided, and they 
come to lie upon their death bed, O then 
they will cry out, Lord, pardon me! Lord, 
fave me! Mercy, Lord, fome mercy for 
Chrift's fake ! But God may juftly anfwcr 
them. No, finncr, no mercy to be had. I 
once offered thee m ircy, but thou abufedft 
it, therefore, now the door of mercy is fliuc 
agaiftft thee for ever. 

2. My fccortd ufc (hall be for matter of 
cnoouragemcnt to fuch as are willing to ac- 
cept of the terms of mercy, but yet keep off 
through doubts and fears. 

O," 1 am afraid ^y day of falvation is pafl 
already; and if fo, all .my endeavors will be 
. in vain, I (hall never be accepted. 

Am. To anfwcr this, I will give you tl is 
one mark, whereby you may know whether 
your day of falvation is palt or not. You 
fay that your day of falvation is paft, if fo^ 
this rs a good fign it is not pa ft ; for thofc 
with whom the day of grace is paft, thejj 
grow fenfelefs of ,any fu«ii matter. Agaii 
don't you find fometimes godly motions i\W4 
ing in you by the Spirit ? I>on^ you find if 
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you faraetimes a forrow for fin after it is 
comniittcd, aad * <iefire to leave fin ? Don't 
yoiir heart fometimes melt when you he»r 
the word preached? Have yo\i not forae dc» 
fire to become a new creature ? if fo, then 
your iby of falvation is not yet paft; for 
thofe with whom their day of grase is paft^ 
are given over to a-fenfelefs, hard, and ob- 
durate heart, that is neither moved with 
mercies j nor terrified with judgments ; and 
being given over to thettifelves, they run in-' 
to all kinds of' wickednefs with greedinefs. 
And as it feems this is not thy caie, as yet ; 
fo n»w up, and clofe with the terms of mer- 
cy, whilft thy day of falvation is lengthened 
out. 

O but, fays another, it may be I am none 
of God's eledl; and if fo, then all my en*' 
deavors will bd to no purpofe. 

Ans^ Whether a man be clefted •r not, that 
is not in his power to know, and therefore, 
he ought not to meddle with it: but you 
muft underftand, that Grod's decrees are 
right, for thofe whom he has ele£^ed, he ab- 
folutcly decreed that they fliould be juftified, 
fan6lified and favcd j but thofe whem God 
hath reprobated, he hath not abfolutely de- 
creed that they -fliould be damned, but he' 
hath leff them to their own choice, as Adam 
and Eve were, and therefore their damnation 
is wilful of themfelves ; but whether you are 
fciledted or not^ if I.may fo fpeak, if yea repent . 
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and be converted, you ftiall be faved ; if not, 
you fball be damned : as many as do pcrilh, 
dp not pcrifti bccaufe they were not elcfted, 
but becaufe they would not ufc means of fal- 
vation. 

O (but you will fay) it may be, God will 
not give me grace to repent, and without his 
grace I can do nothing. 

Ans» Know, for your encouragement, 
that both you, and .every one elfe, enjoy a 
day of falvation ; and this day of falvation is 
time of affiftancc,. as well as time of accep- 
tance. Mark the promifes of Chrift^ Matth. 
vii. 7, ?. ' Afk audit feall be given you: 
feek and ye fcall.find, knock and it fliail be 
evened unto you : For every one that aiketh^ 
receiveth, and he that feeketh, findeth.; and 
to bim that knocketh, it fliall be opened.' 

Mark,' Chrift fpeaketh there concerning 
cledlion ; but every one/ whoever he be, 
that aiketh, feeketh and knocketh for grace, 
pardon and mercy, and that in, fejifon, whilil 
k may be had, {hall certainly be heard and 
accepted: But then you miiftbe fure to feek 
in fcafcfn ; for feeking cut of feafon never 
yet found fuccefs. Oh I if Efau had but 
fought repentance in earneil, when God ' 
vCalledhim, and would accept him! but he 
fought for repentance when the itafon ^f re- 
pentance was/gonc, • aud that ruined him' for 
ever. 

Lastly y To conclude aU with a word ©r 
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two of exhortation.. Be exhorted, as you 

defire the falvation ofyour fouls, t« confidcr, 

and improve this prcqious feafon of grace 

and falvation, in working out your falvation 

before it is too late : O I it is moft dreadful 

to confider, that as God hath allotted us but 

one fmall portion of time to do all that ever 

rauftbe done for eternity, and it fliould be 

yet fquandercd away in vanity and foolery. 

But, friends, whatioevcr you fee others do, 

do you in earned lay hold on this your day * of 

falvation before it is gone. * Steele ye the 

Lord whilft he may be found, and caH upon 

bim whilft he is nea,r.' And whilft others 

fpend their time in feafting and rioting, and 

ill the pleafures of the fiefli, do you fp«nd 

your time in fafting, praying, and repenting, 

and fuing out th^ pardon of your fins, and 

making your peace with -God. And if you 

do thus, then at laft, when time (hall ceafc 

and be no longer, you (hall hear that blefled 

welcome pronounced from the mouth of 

Chrift, ' Well done thou good and faithfal 

fervanti enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.' 

Which the Lord of his infinite mercy, graBt 

unto us all. 



ENU Ot THlRt) SERMON. 
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END OF TIME, 

AND 

UEGINNING OF ElERNHT, 

Rev. X. ver. 5^ and part u^f ven 6. 



Jnd tie jfngtl ^Uch I faw Jlandvpm tht Sea^ and 
upon the Earthy liftedup his hand tou;ards Heaven. 
Andfware hy htm tha) Ihethfor ever and ever, 6f^* 
Ibat there Jbould he time n9 longer 4 



' BELOVED friends and neighbors, I 
.dcfire your all to take this fm^ll treatife into 
your iiands, and diligently read ic over, and 
over again ; and when yon have done, enter 
upon a fe^-ious confideration of thpfe^uia iters 
which are contained in this book, and lay 
them clofe toyour heart, and I hope it will 
: be a a^.eans to ftir you up in time, to lay^ hold 
on this golden feafon of grace> be£br« it be at 
an end. ^ H 
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In my laft trcatife, concerning the ac- 
cepted time and day of falvation,' I was 
forced to leave out many things that were of 
very great weight and concernment, bccaufe 
they could not all be contained in fo fmall a 
diicourfe : And it is a great pity that fuch 
weighty matters fhould be loft ; and there* 
fore upon farther confideration of it, X have 
here entered upon another fubjeft^ which is 
concerning, * the end of time and the begin- 
ning of eternity ;' wherein I do promife^ 
thro' God^s affiftance, to lay down thefc 
weighty concerns which I was forced to leave 
out in my other treatil'e * of the accepted 
time and day of falvation 5' and I hope, thro* 
God's grace it will be the winning of maay 
fouls, and bring them to God, who now 
Squander and trifle away their time in mere 
vanity ; and that I (hall do from thefe words 
of the angel, fwearing with a loud voice, by 
him that livcth for ever and eve?. That there 
ihall be time no longer/ 

Now from this place of fcripture, I might 
lay down thefe particulars : 

I. The defcription of the perfon thattbas 
fwears : Tt * was a great and mighty angel 
came down from heaven,' ver. i. 

II. What was it he held in his band : it 
was a little book open. 

III. His gefture : He ftcod. 

IV. His manner of Handing : It was'with 
-*-e foot upon the earth, and the other up«« 

fea. 
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v. The loudnefs of his voice: It was as 
loud as when a lion rbaretb. 

VI. As he fpakc* ; He lift up his hands 
towards heaven. 

VII. Hefpake with an oath : He fware, 

VIII. The perfonby whom he fwears : 
That is, * by him that liveth for ever and 
ever. \ 

IX. And laftly, The matter of his oath, 
or the words which he uttered ; that is, 
* that there Ihall be time no longer.* 

But I will pafs them all by, and infift on- 
ly upon the laft, which are the words that 
Ais great and mighty anger uttered, and 
confirmed by an oath, and fware by no lefs 
than the great and glorious God, * By him 
that liveth forever and ever, and fpake thcKi 
wkh an exceeding loud voice. The words 
are thefe, 'That there flieuld be time no 
longer.* 

Thedoflrine that I ftiall raife from thence 
is this, that ^t the- end of this w©rld, at the 
great and dreadful day ftf judgment, time 
and opportunity fliiall ceafe, and be no lon- 

From hence I ftiall lay down^hefe . three 
or four things conftderablc. V - 
1. V/hat time fhall be no longer, 
z. When time ftiall b^iio longer* ' ' . 

3. The reafoa why time Ikall be iia^loa* 

g^^-- / ' . 

And then, Lastly, the application. 
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In the 111 ft place, I fliall {hew you what 
time iball be no longer, and in doing this I 
fliall anfwer an obje£lion which lies in my 
•way, that is, How can that be ? Some may 
fay, that at the laft day, time fliall ccafe^ 
and fee no longer. Whereas it is faid, that 
then nothing lliall remain but time, and that 
time fliall wait upon eternity. When all 
things in the world fliall have an end, yet 
time .fliall remain fl:itl. Time runs parallel 
with the life of God ;. it never had beginning, 
and never fliall have an end : time and eter- 
nity are linked togethtr ; fo that we dannot 
fpeak of the one, but we mu ft: fpeak of the 
other ; time was before all millions of years 
that can be thought, and it fliall remain 
throughout all ages to come, even to all eter- 
nity. 

Now to linfwet this. When .the ai^gcl 
fwefrs that time fliall be no longer, he doth 
not mean time confi^cred in ttfelf ; for »that 
fliall remain as long as eternity endures, and 
Ihall never have an end ; and for time to 
have an end is a thing impoflible. But to 
take the words in their true fcnfe aud mean- 
ing, it is an opportunity of time, which at 
the laft day fliall ceafe and be no longer. 

J (hall name fome of thofc opportunities of 
time, which at the end of the world (hall 
ceafe and be no longet. 

I. The time of nature fliall be no longer; 
it was the promife of Gcd to man after . tic 
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flo?d, Gen. viii. 22,. ' That a« long as the 
earth remaineth, feed time and harveft^ cold 
and heat, fummer and winter day and night, 
iiiail not ceafc' But at the end of the 
World, when the earth and all things tempo- 
ral, lliait be diffolved, then all thcfe fliall 
ceufe, and be no longer. To every thing, 
faith Solomon, thej'c is a feafon, and a time 
to every purpofe under the fun, Eccl. iii. i, 
s, 3, &c. a ti;ne to beborn^ a time to die^ 
atiuie to plant/ and a time to pluck up that 
which is planted, &c. 

B'dt at the en^d of the world, all thefe fea- 
ions and opportunities iliall end, and be no 
lon^r, then there fliall .be no opportunities 
pf plaining and gathering: no more fowing, 
pomore reapiag ; all opportunities ©£ nature 
fcall then ceafe, and be nolonger. / 

II. The time of our abode here upon 
earth fliall be no longer : at the end of the 
World, heaven and hell fliall contain the 
whole world of men and women 5 either in 
•heaven or hell we lou ft abide forever, but 
Ijere we fliall be no more. 

David prays that God would ' fpare him, 
tlu: he ma}%recover his ftrcngth before he 
goh::i:ce,. and be no more/ Pfal. xxxv. 13* 
fhat I3 to be no more in a mortal ftate in this 
^'^n6. And Job vii." 9, icv *- As, the 
clouds confume and vanifli away, fo, he that 
focth down to the grave fliall come up no 
^ore, be fliall return no mc^e to his boufe/ 
H2 
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That is, his habilation in this worlil*.*"^ 
his phce. here upon earth fhall know hifl^ no 
more. So alfo Job xiv. 14^ * If a roan die 
fiiall he live again V That is, he fliall live 
again in another world, cither in cverlaftinff 
joya, or iji eve rlafting torments,; butbeflufl 
never live agjiin in this world. 

111. The time of the tribulations, forrowi 
?nd afBidions of God's children ihall h^ no 
longer 5 now they are perfecutcd by wicked 
men ; now they are flighted^ mocked at, 
fcorned, and abufed ; now they have m?jny 
a tem| tation to ft rive againft, now the devil 
torments them with doubts and fears that 
there fins fliall never be pardoned, that, God 
will not be favorable unto them 5 Alas I 
they are fain to endure many forrows andca- 
kmities both outwardly in their bodies and 
inwardly in their fouls ; but at the end of 
time there fliall be alfo an end of all their for- 
rows, * Then God (hall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes, and there fliall be noQicre 
$leath, neither forrow nor ^crying, neifl^cr 
fliall there be any more pain : for the former 
things are paft away,' Rev. xxJ. 4. Then 
they fliall never more be perfecuied by wick- 
ed men ; fli^U never mere be fubje^l :o any 
iicknefs or d'.fl:emper$, or any kuid of irjf^- 
ries^ thtn there feall be no n;ore complain* 
ing, by reafon of their outward miferie?, 
nor yet by rcafon of their inward trouble j 
faying, Can thefe fins be pardoned i Isthert 
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»ny mercy for fuch a wretch as I am ? 'Will 
God ever ihew me any favor? No, there 
fliall be none of thofe complaints, heard in 
h^ven : Fof when time fliall be no longer, 
then all thefe forrows, miferies, and affe(5li- 
ons of the children of God will alfo ceafe and 
ke no longer. 

IV. The time of the.profperity and fmful 
pleafures ©f wicked n^en fliall be no longer : 
!ft>w wicked men live many a merry hour, 
they run to many a merry meeting 5 now 
they can laugh and Cng, and>iot, and play 
away their precious time ; now they feail, 
anddyak, and game, asif they were to live 
for ever ; .but when time ihall end, and be no 
longer, then there fliall be an end of their 
inirth andjollity. Look in Rev. xviii. and 
read the chapter throughout, and there you 
will fee a, dreadful fenten'ce pronounced 
^gainfl: the whore of Babylon : * She exceed- 
«d in riches, ftie was arrayed in purple and 
fcarlet, and decked with gold and precious 
ftones, and pearls,, and flie was full of her 
abominations, and fikhinefs of her fornicati- 
ons, Chap. xvJi. -8. She lived in all kind 
of plcafure, but there is a dreadful woe pro- 
nounced againft her, Chap.' xviii. 7. Look 
how much fhe hath glorified'herfclf, andliv- 
eddelicioufly ; fo muji^h torment and forrow 
givehgr; for flie faith ili her heart, I fit as 
ai^ueen, and know no forrow. Therefore 
fliall her .plagues come in oheday death and 
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mournirg, and flie fliall be utterly burnt w'uS* 
lie i for llrong is the Lord God who judgcth . 
her' And after that Chap, xviii. ai, aa, 

• A mighty angel took vp a ftone like unto a 
great mill ftone, andcaft it into ^hcfca, fay- 
ing. Thus with violence Ihall that great city 
Babylon be thrown down, and fliall be found 
no more at all. And the voice of harpers 
and muficians, aild of pipers and of trumpe- 
ters, fhaU be heard no more at all in tbe^ 
and no craftfman, of whatfoever craft he be^ 
ilull be found jiny more in thee ; ^nd the 
found of a miiftone fliall be heard nd. m^re at 
ail in thee. And the light of a candle j^all 
iiilne no more at all ih thee, and the A?oice 
of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride 
iliall be heard no more at all in thee.* > Tliis 
is the very cafe of all wicked men, they have 
thar pleafures, and delights upon earth, 

* Go to now, ye rich mcn^ weep and howl 
f6r your miferies that IhaQ c©me upon you.' 
.Saith St. James, chap. v. i, 5. Ye that 
have lived in pleafure, and have been'wan- 
ton, you have nouriflied your heart as }n a 
day of (laughter.* But when tunc fliall be 
no longer, then there fliall be an end of all 
their miith and jollity ; then there fliall be 
no more finding and rejoi-cing, no more feaft- 
ing and drinking, no more playing and gam- 
ing, no more muftc nor dancing ; all thefc 
pleafures andfleflily delights fliall tken hav« 
ijn end, and be no longer. 
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V. The time of the gofpel fliall 1)6 n© 
longer j now we enjoy many a praying oppor- 
tujiity, many a fermon, opportunity, many a 
iabbath opportunity, many a facrament op- 
portunity, but at the end of time all thefc 
opportunities fiiall be enjoyed no more ; then 
there ftmll be no'morc preaching nor pray- 
ing, no more fabbaths nor facraments; no 

* mofe gofpel opportunities ; no more promifcs 
of pardon and mercy t© finners ; no more of- 
fers of Chrift and falvation ; all thcfe gofpel 
opportunities fliall then ceafe, and be no 
longer^ 

Sixthly t and Lastly^ The time of God's 
patience and forbearance fliall be no longer ; 
God hath refolved that his Spirit fli^U not 
always ftrive with man. And faid God to 
his people Ifrr.el, Rom. x. .12. * All the day 
long have I fl:retched out my hand unto a dii- 
b'bedient and gain faying people.' Now Gad 

-ilands day after day, fabbath after fabbath, 
year after year, proffering mercy to rebellious 

\ finners ^ now God waits long upon finners^ 
even all the day long, that is, all the time 
of their vifitajtion,^ all the time their day and 
feafon of graice lafteth;' whilft finners ate- 
Wearying of his patience, and grieving of his 
Spirit: NowGodxalls, and calls aloud, both 
by mercy and judgment, both by his word 
ar.dby his Spirit, by loving cxpoftwlat ions 
arni earneft entreaties ta finners, to turn and 
fee Taved, faying, * Turn ye, turn ye j why 
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will yc die? Why will ye not be made clean ? 
* O when fliall it once be V Now he entreats 
you to come and be reconciled to him, now 
he ofFers you grace andmercy, jaad entreats 
you accept of it. 

But at laft, when the day of grace fhall be 
fpent, and time at an end; then^/Chrift'^ 
gi*ace and mercy will be offered to iinnets no 
more ; then God's patience and forbearance- 
will be at an end ; then his Spirit will, no 
more drive with men; then they fliall haVe 
no more call fnom God to turn andb^ faved^ 
no more tenders of Chrift and falvation, no 
more proffers of. grace and mercy : for then 
ill all be an .end of God's patience and for* 
bearance, pf his calls and invitations : at 
the end of the world, all the fe opportuni- 
ties of time Iball ceafe'and be no longer. 

And thus for the fiift particular, * What 
time fliall be no longer ;' it is not confidered 
in itfelf, but the opportunities of time that . 
fliall ceaie and be no longer. 

II. My fecond particular is to fbcw ^oa . 
when ti>iie flikll be no longer, that is, at the 
end of the world; at the gr<eat and dreadful 
Juy of judgment, when the whole frame of 
nature fliall be diffolved^ when the fun fliall 
be turned into darknefs, and the moon into 
blood, and the ;flars fliall fall from heaven, 
and when the powers of hf aveij fliall be flia- 
ken, and when Chrifl: fliall come in the clouds 
with power and great glory, to jxidge both • 
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the quick and the dead ; it is then that the 
angel fweaf» *by him that liveth forever 
and ever, that there fliall be time no longer.' 
But as for every particular man, when once 
his fcafon of grace is ended, and when he 
comes jto die, and to take his flight from time 
to eternity, then with him time (hall be no 
longer. 

III. The third thing confiderable is,- the 
rcafon why time (hall be no longer. 

I. Time Ihall at laft ceafe and be no lon- 
geir, that there may be a total end of that 
which is the worft of evils, which is fin. It 
is fin that grieves God's Spirit, wearies his 
patiencet and crucifies afre^ continually the 
Son of God, and puts him often to open 
fhame : — Therefore, God wiU at laft put an 
end to time, that he may at laft eafe himfelf 
rfthefe great evils: God complains of wick- 
ed men, that he is preffed with their wicked 
ways, even as a cart is prefl'ed with flieaves. 
But, ah, faid the Lord, * I will eafe nie of 
my adverfaries,* Ifa. i. 24. God will at laft 
put an end to time, that he may eafe himfelf 
©f his burthen ; nay, the very faints them- 
felves, they, with Lot, arc often vexed and 
grieved with the filthy communication of the 
wicked: therefore, they earneftly pray God 
would haften the coming of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, that there might be -an fend of thele 
finful days. 

a. Time Ihall at hft ceafe sind be no lon- 
ger, for the fake «f God s ele6l, and for th« 
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fulfilling of thofe promifes which Goi bath 
tnade U) them. Mark wh^t;our bleffed Savi- 
ovir faid ^ this piirpofe. Matt. xxiv. aa. 
> E xcept thofe days {hall be fliortened, no flefli 
Ihall be favcd ; but for the ele£l*s^fake thofe 
days (lull be Dbortcned.' Now there he ma- 
ny that mifinterpret Chriill's word in thi» 
place : For, fay they, the world was to laft 
fix thoufand years, two thoufand before the 
law, two thoufand under the law, and two 
thoufand under the gofpel ; and from thefc 
words of our Saviour Chrlft, ^^That for th? 
elecl's fake, thofe days fhaH ^ fliortened,' 
they fay that much of their two thoufand 
years un^er Chrift fliall be cut ofl, and fo the 
time fhortened t but ,who can tcU this, that 
fo long a time the world was to endure, apd 
much of that time to be fhortencd? The 
fcripture reveals no fuch thing: the world 
may laft fix thoufand years, the laft day may 
come at the end the fix thoufaiiid years, or it 
may come fooner; that none can tcU; it may 
be nearer than we are aware of: * For of 
that day and that hour, ^nowcth no vman ; 
no, not the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but the Father only,' v. 36. But you arc to 
underftand the meaning of our Saviour's 
words here, thus: * Except thofe days fhall 
be fiiortened,' that is, except there come an 
end of thofe days, no flefh Ihall be faved j 
but for the eledl's fake, there fliall come an 
end : for if tholS days are not ftiortened» 
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there would never be an end^ btrt the world 
Would continue foF ever ; and if there fliqiild 
never be an end, then there would never be 
a day of judgment ; and if there never be a 
day of judgment, then th^re would never be a < 
r«furre£Uon : and if there never be a refurrec- 
tion, then the bodies of the eleft fliould for 
ever lie rotten in their graves, and then, in- 
deed, no fle(h can be faved : Indeed^ at their 
death their fpirits are faved : but e^^cept there 
comes an cnd^f time, no^flefli fliall be faved, 
Therefore, for the ele6l's fake there {hall be 
an end of time, wherein their bodies fliall 
be raifed out of their graves, and they fhall 
then receive the fulnefs of their reward, which 
God hath promifed, and laid up for them in 
heaven. 

Thirdly, and Lastly, Time fliall at laft 
ceafe and be no longer, that there might ba 
an accompUftiment of God's threatening to 
wicked men: For God hath foretold, ' I'hat 
be will bring every work into judgment, with 
©very fecret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil,' EccL xii. 14. But if 
there never comes an end of ti;ne, then 
wicked men fhall never be brought to' a reck- 
Oiuiig^for all their evil deeds, and conreq^icnt- 
ly, they fliall never come to ilieir lull pun- 
ifliment. Therefore it is neceffnry, that 
tiiere fliould be at laft an end of thofe oppor- 
tonities and feafons of grace, that there 
Blight come a time, whsrciw all mankind 

^ D:g, zed by Google 



inight receive their fujl reward, or tbeir filil 
punllhment, according as they have fpent 
their time here in thi^ world* God will not 
always fufFer the wicked to profpor, he wiU 
not always let them alone t^ blafphem« his 
name, to perfecutehis faints, to prophanehis 
ordinances, to grieve bis fpirit, to abufe his 
goodnefs, though God bears with them for a 
while, yet he will not always bear with, them, 
nor yet will he always fuffer his deareft chil- 
dren to be perfecaited and afflidled, to live 
in forrow and mifejy ; and therefore, God 
will certainly put an end to time, that he 
may put an end to the final pleafures of the 
wicked, and the forrows of his children^ 
and punUh the one in everlafting torments in 
hell, and reward the other with everlafting 
joys in heaven. That they ajfo that will not 
accept of mercy in time, whilft it is offered, 
when God called ppon thcm^ and entreated 
them to accept it, that they might at lafti 
when time fliall be no longer, and when the 
feafon of mercy ftiallbe paft, be forced to# 
late to cry for mercy ^ when God will not 
regard them* 

Now for thefe and the like reafons, time 
at laft (hall ceafe and be no longer ; there- 
fore^ * the angel fwears by him that liveth 
for ever and ever, that there fhall be time 
no longer** i 

EN» OF THE FOURTH SERMdN. . 
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CONFESSION OF PRAYER, 

FOR A 

PENITENT SINNER, 

ON THE FOREGOING DISCOURSE. 



O MOST^ graciousy ^nd glorious^ and 
eternal Lord God: ^bo art tb^ Alpha ajiJ 
Omega, the beginning and the end^ the first 
^d tbc last ; thou art God from everlastings 
and thy years shall have no end; tbou art 
righteous in all thy 'works ; tbou art of purm 
9r eyes^ tban to heboid the least sin vjith allow - 
ance : so that as soon as the , angels bad sin- 
nedj tbou didst immediately cast tbem down 
omofbeaTfen^andreservedst them tinder chains 
of darkness, unto the dreadful coming oj the 
great day^ without affording tbe?n the least 
opportunity of seeking peace and reconcilia- 
tion with thee: But tbou bast spared me from 
om sabbatb to another, and still waitest for 
my repentance : yet neither me^ciis nor judg- 
ments could work any goodeffk^s upon me. I 
made many fair promises to lead a new tife^ 
if it would please thee to restore me once more 
to my. former iealtb ; and then thou in thy 
mercy didst try me as it were with another 
life: But then^ miserable wretch that I am^ 
I returned to my: old course of life^ soon for- 
getting the promije iJiibich I made in my sick^ 
nets : * Tea^ all the day long tbou bast striifk^ ' 
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cd out thy hand unto me? But / miserable 
^wretch that I am^ I have continued in tfty re* 
hellion against tbce^ quenching and grieving 
tby holy spirit^ mibicb would bave sealed me 
unto tbe day of redemption^ ^wearying tby 
patienee^ and abusing tby mercy and goodness^ 
and turning tby grace into Hvantonnessi . O 
Lord^ Hvh^i a vjondcr is tblsj that such a 
*uretcb as /, am not in bell ; that stiH thou 
sparest mcj and expeSlest my repentance ; that 
there is hope, that the gate of mercy is not 
<juite shut against me ; sure if thou badst ta^ 
ken any delight in my damnation^ tboucoulist 
never have born so much at my bands as tbeu 
hast done ; thou npouldst not bave suffered me 
to abuse tby mercy and goodness asfheubast 
done : But seeing^ Lord^ thou bast spared 
me so longt and still continnest to me the sea* 
Jcn and means of grchce^ Lord^ I will never 
more spend my time as I bave done^ in fol- 
lowing tbe pleasures of the fesh, and griev* 
ing tbe holy Spirit^ and do purpose and re- 
solve^ through tby grace assisting mcj to re* 
sign myself to tbe holy and heavenly will, and * 
to spend the remainder of my time in obedi- 
ence to thy holy law and commandmmts : and 
to this end^ Lord, I humbly beseech thee to 
grant me tbe assistance of tby holy Spirit ^ for , 
of myself I can do nothing ; and let this thy 
Spirit mollify my hard and obdurate hearty \ 
that I may with hearty sorrow bewail my lost i' 
and mispent time, and that I may double my ( 
diligence for thel^me to come.^^Q ^Lord^j^\ 
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liave long continued in my rebellion against 
tbee, yet, Lord, I beseech t6ee^ cast me not 
cff ttovf at lengthy a miserable sinner^ nubo 
returns unto the6 with an bumble penitent 
heart ; take not away from me tbt boly Spi- 
rit^ though it has long and often been grieved 
by me: Say not ^ that now it ii too late. — 
Lord^ shut not upon me the gate of mercy ; 
let not my soul perish y for whom Christ died/ 
diid if it be thy *w ill that I perish^ Lord^ I 
have cast doHifn myself at the feet of Cbrirt ; 
and if I perish ^ I will perish there: JjLordy I 
(beseech t bet give me grace ^ that I may now 
prize this mercy better than J have -done, — 
Lordy give nie grace to spend my time hi fast- 
ing^ pray ingy repenting ajid laboring to work 
out my sal%at^on ; so that at last^ when time 
shall cease and be' no longer^ I may enter into 
an eternity of joy and^elicity. These and 
other mercies^ which thou knowest to be need- 
ful for mC'i I humbly beg at thy hand, in that 
form of proyer which Christ himself hath 
taught me^ . saying — - 

Our Father which art in heaven ^ Eifc. 

If ye knpw thefe thtngs, bleffedand happy 
are you, if ye thus redeem now your accept- 
ed time and feafon of grac?, "^ftich that ye 
uiav^o. ./ ' 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christy the 

love of God the Father, arid the sweet comfort- 

ohie fellowship of God the Holy Ghost ^ be 

^itb.'us^ both noWf and for evermore — Am£m# 

I ^ . 
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JOSHUA'S RESOLUTION, 

TO 

SERVE THE LORD. 

Josh. xxiv. Part of verfe 15, 
But MS for mfanimy houjcy tiv wiUftr^i Ae LorJL 



THESE are tIie»\vords af JoQiuato the 
tribes of Ifrael : For having, in this chap- • 
'ter, declared unto theni the many benefits 
which God of his mercy had beilow^^d on 
them ; as particularly in verfe 13, in that 
he had -given them a land they labored not 
for, and cities •w'hich they built not, and 
vineyards and olive-yards to ejat of, which 
they planted not : J ofliua having thtis laid 
before their eyes, God's beuefets, he' iu 
verfe 14, exhorts them to offer unto God, a 
thankful and obcdientheart fer thofe benefits 
which he*had beftowed upon them : * Now, 
therefore, fear the Lord and fervehim with 
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Cncerity, as your fathfers fcrvcd, and -do 
ferve the Lord.' And fo I fall immediately 
upon the words of the text, wherein we 
have thefe two confiderable things : 

. Firsts The freedom which Jfofhua feems 
-to give the tribes o£ Ifrael, in c^afe they re- 
fufe to ferve the Lord, that they fhall chufe 
whom they will ferve. 

Secondly^ His refolution concerning him- 
felf and his family : > As forme and my houfc, 
-we will ferve, the Lord.' 

Now, in this ffpall treatife, I fhall join 
thrfc two togeLher,in this obfervation : That 
is, however the nien of this world live, 
'whatever they .do, what way foever they fol- 
io w^ a child of .God is fully be tit and refolv- 
ed to cleave unto tiie Lord, and to take care 
that his family, and all under his charge, 
walk in the ways of holinefs and piety. 

jS^ow for further handliirg-ot this iubje6l, I 
(hall prpceed after this niaaner. ' 

First^ 1 fhall (hew you what the rcfoluti- . 
on of a chriitian is. 

Secondly^ The reafou of tills refolution. 
And, ; 

Lastly^ The txpprication." . > 

1. Ti)flic>w. what the reibluticn of a-<:hris- 
tian is. . . . ' 

I. ,It is a full and firm refolutioi'. 2. It 
is a prefent refolution. . 3. It is a feed d 
and deliberate reiblution. 

rVr/r, i"he refolution of a cluiftiiq, is a 
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full and fi):m refolution; the men of this 
world naturaHy chufe iin, death" and hell ; 
they chufe death and damnatian befoxe life 
and falvatio7. j they refoiut^y run on in the 
Way of luxury, wantonnefs, drinking, gam- 
ing, and all manner of lewd and h>ofe " prac- 
tices ; and tho' they are told and told agaiq, 
both by the melfengers of God^s word, and 
their godly friends, whither thefe upgodly 
ways will lead theni, yet they will go 6n ftillf 
and take their own courfe, as if they were in 
love with their own* ruin and 4ieftruftion. 
But a true chriftian, after his reproof and 
admonition, when he finds that they wiU not 
be reclaimed, he, as it were,^ bids them take 
their courfe, and rhufe whom they wili-ferve, 
as Jofliua did the people of Ifrael: But for 
his part, he refolved with full bent and pur- 
pofc of heart, to give himfelf up to the Lord, 
and chufe him for his portion, and to give 
up himfelf, foul and body, as an inftrument 
for his fervice. 

Now, the refQliition of a, chriftian is not 
a fick bed proraife^ but a full bent and pur- 
pofe of heart to lead a Aew life. There are 
many tla': fairly refolve ; we refolve, but 
every Veak promife is not a full refolutioft. 
AI^s, how many are there, who, under a 
fuarp fit of ficknefs, or under fome judgment 
ready to befall them, will promife what fair 
newcicature^ they will become j what new 
lives tliey will lead j how holy and hcw'pur^- 
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lythey will live '; bus if it pleases God f 
fpare them, and give-them a time of refpi^e, 
theii how foon ai?e thefe vows and promifes 
forg9t ? Thus the. children of Ifrael, how 
fairly did they promifc, Deut. v. 37. * All 
that the Lordftiall fpeak, we will hear a^d 
do:* But tho' they had a tongue to prornife, 
yet they had no hearth to perform ; as you 
niav fee, verft 29, ^ O that there was fuch 
an he^rt in them, that they Jwould fear mc and 
keep my commandments, that it may be well 
with them.* ^\xt as for a finccrc and re- 
turning finner, he ndt only promifes, but h« 
xefolves.to yield up himfelf, body and foul, 
to be the Lord's ; yea, the whole frame of 
his heart is bent that Way. As an uncon- 
verted wicked finner goes on in fin, with & 
full purpofe of heart, even fo a returning fin- 
ner, who is coming te Jefus Chrift, fervcs 
him with a full purpofe and refolution of 
heart: And as a retblmte fitiner neither 
minds mercies nor judgmenis, reproofs nor 
a4monitions, neither pcrfuading nor intreat- 
ipg by mimfters, or friends, will ftop him in 
his finful courfc ; fo, on the other fide^ a re- 
turning finner, that is refolved for Chrift 
and holinefs,* will not be drsiwn back, nei- 
ther by promifes, nor threatnings, neither 
by frowns nor flatteries : Let his fiftful com- 
panions entice him by ever fo many argu- 
ments, he will not confent, but he^ is fully, 
bent and refolvcd for heaven and happinefs, 
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whatever it coft him ; and therefore feemg 
the wickcdnefs of his own dcfli, and his na- 
tural inclinations to be ©vercome by the Icaft 
temptations, Uiereforc he applies to the 
tl^rone of grace, xnd there pours out eamcft 
prayers and fupplicatiofts, for the afliftancc 
of divin* grace to ftrengtben him in the inner 
man : he dares not ttuft to his own ftrength ; 
he confiders h«w foon Peter was overcome 
Rotwithftanding his Tefolutiom to ftand, fay- 
ing, * If Iflioulddiewith thee, I w^I not 
deny thee ;' and yet becaufe he was too con- 
fident ©f his^ own ftrength, it pleafed God, for 
his trial, to leave him t© himfelf : how iSoon 
he denied and forfwore his Lord and Saviour ! 
he began to curfc and fwear * that he knew 
him not,' Matth. xivi. Now, I fay, a re- 
turning finner, confiderinj this, dares not 
refolve in his own ftrength, but labours and 
endeavors by the ufe of all means, to get 
flrength from heaven, and in the ftrength of 
Chrift hfe labors t© g^^n toward the heavenly 
mack he aims at ; h^ refts not in any certaia 
attainment?, but truly refolves, by the help 
of divine graee, towards the mortification ©f 
the whole body of fin, and fbr the attainment 
of grace and holinefs unt« pcrfeflion. And 
after he had done his b'eft, yet ftili he feefe 
luft to be ftreng in him, a ad grace weak, 
therefore he is more and more outrageous 
agqinft his natural otifeltnies, artd, his earneft 
defire and endeavors are to be tWe and more 
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humble, more patient, more meek, more ho* 
ly, and more heavenly ; let the devil tempt 
him with rich^e, honor, long life, and all 
earthly happincfs, on condition that he turn* 
back again into the ways of fin, yet he will 
not yield, but he refifts him with all his 
might and ftrength ; na^y, though i^ll the 
powers of h^U ufe their utmoft endeavors ta 
draw him back, though the fle(h entice, aiid 
the iwickcd world ufe all means to difcourage 
him, yet in fpite of them all, he is refolved 
to go on his holy c our fe ; for * neither death, 
nor depth, nor any creature is able to fepa- 
rate bim from the love ©f Qod, which Is in 
Jefus Chrlft our Lord,' Rom. viii* 

Thus a fincere returning finner is fully 
bent and refolved to give himfelf up^ body 
and foul, to the Lord $ and the whole frame 
and bent of his heart is towards grace and 
hoiinefsi - 

THs is the firfl thing confiderablc, that a 
chriftian's refomtion is a full refolutiop. 

Sccoitdly^ It is aprefent refolution V 1^^ ,i^ 
not for putting it off from one time to. ano- 
ther as if he did not care whether it was don# 
cr no. Even fo a chriftian,- that is fuJly 
bent and refolved after grace and holinels^ 
bitn-s and dciires the attainment of his hO- 
•y ends, the whole frame of his heart is 
>.tt tbat way : therefore he prefently fets, 
about the work without delay. Indeed,' a 
hypc?ci'iLerbft8 as many purpofes and refo- 
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lutions to repent and become a new crea- 
ture ; but he delays and puts off from one 
time to another, being loth for the prefent 
to part with fweet fins^ with his beloved 
luft ; which ihews that Jiis refolution is 
not a firm and fettled refolution, his pur- 
pofes are unfound arid hyp0«:ritical. 

There- was one, Luke ix. 6ii who made a 
kind of refolution to follow Chrift, but liis 
refolution was liot for the prefcnt, he begg«<i 
liberty to go onct mpre unco Ws finful com- 
panions, and take his leave of them, ^ X^ord,' 
faith h.c, « 1 will follow thee, but firft let me 
go and bid them farewell, that are at home 
at my houfe.' This (hews, that his'purpofe 
and refolution was not fmcere ; he made a 
kind of refolution to follow Chrift, but here 
lie* the cafe, there was not a thorough change 
wrought in him, he had not rooted Out. his 
beloved £n ; the frame and bent of his heart 
was more towards the following his luft, than 
it was to foriow Chrift; therefore, in fetiing 
his Hand to Chrift, and yet looking br.ck with 
pleafure artcfdeli^lit upon his fuiful courfe of 
life, he was liot ht for the kingdom of heav- 
en ; at ,em- Saviour t^Hs him. verfe 62, * No 
man havinc^ put his band to the plough, and 
looking bnck^ is fit for the kingdom of God.' 

Thas a wicked man, when he is entreated 
and periuaded b)' a niinifter of God's wonl, 
dr by any of hi^ godly relations, to k>rkU 
his evil praclicts^ «iid to lead a i\:i\v life, htf 
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perfiaps und^r thcfe godly adaonitioos makes 
fair promifes, and has fome ^urpofcs and re- 
folutions to' repent, and become a new crea- 
ture.; and yet notwithftanding th6fc purpofes 
and refolutions, he has many delays and puts 
off, becaufe his heart remains ftill wedded to 
his luft. The druakard proihifes, that he 
will return and follow Chrift; but he begs 
leave to go once more to the ale-houie, and 
take leave of his drunken companions, and 
take one merry cup more with them,, and 
then He will come and follow, Chrift; he hath 
friends at home at his houfe, and he wuft firft 
go and take his leave ©f them, and make ©ne 
merry meeting among them, and enj#y a lit- 
tle'^more of their jovial company, then he 
will follow Chrift. The tovcious rauft have 
leave firft to purfue a little more after iliis 
world's goods, and then be will follow Chrift^ 
The voluptuous muft have leave filrft to par- 
take of a little more of the fweet fm, be 
iDuft enjoy a little more of his beloved pea- 
fure, he muft down with one Iweet morfel 
more, and then he will follow Chrift. 

Thus fin is fo fweet unto a wicked matj, 
the world and the flefli is fo bewitching, thgit 
notwithftanding a finner's fair promifes and 
purpofes to repent, and turn to God, by 
thefe he is hindered of putting any thitfg in- 
to praclice, but procraftinates and puts oil 
from one time to another, until^ perhaps, 

K 
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time IS at an end, before he has done any 
thing in ordeiwto bis eternal falvation. 

But a cbriftian that is fully arid firmly re- 
folved to dedicate himfelf to the Lord and 
his fervice, fo that the whole frame of his 
heart is bent that way, he is fo far from de- 
laying andt>utting off, from one time to ano- 
ther, tbat he is even reftlefs, and can find no 
contentment in any thing he enjoys, until he 
has got an intcreft in Chrift, until he has got 
fome affurance of the love of God and the 
pardon of his Ijns : it grieves him to the vtry 
heart, to think he fliould be fo wild andfool- 
iHi, and to wafte fo much of his precious 
time, as he has done in the flefhly lufts, in 
abufing God's /mercy and goodnefs, and 
grieving his Spirit, in that he has jftadp a 
^od and gracious God wait tipon hira fo 
many years, whilft he continued to inin on in 
a coarie of rebellion agalnft biin, A;kI there- 
fore now he refolves, 'through the grace of 
God ailifting Ititi, front this tiineforward, to 
bid an everlaftij^^ farewell to his beloved iin : 
he now fully rciblves to continue n© longer 
in ,fhal fiiiuit courje of hfe : he is ready to 
cry out with St. Auguftine, How long ftmil 
I fay to-morovv, tQ-nK>irow? why fliull not 
this d;^y be the day of my converfjon !-^He 
th;.rcrc;re, without delay, fets about the 
work of converfion : he now begins to labor, 
and drives to work out his falvation. 

'Vhus a chrHlian's refoluti^n is a prefent 
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Thirdly^ and Lastly, A chriftian's refolu- 
tion is a fettled and deliberate refolution. 

He doth not, as many do, take up fudden 
and incotifiderate refolutions to follow Chrift, 
but he diligently confiders what it muf^ coft 
him to be a thorough Chriftian : — the death 
of his beloved fin, he knows it n>uft coft 
him ; he knows he mu.ft part with every fin, 
even with his'moft flefh. pleafmg fin, for 
Chrift, or elfe he can be no Chriftiau ; and 
he confiders that it muft coft him the lofs of 
his credit and good naraej his liberty, nay, 
the lofs of life itfelf. Now a penitent finner 
confiders diligently of all things before he 
enters upon his chrifjtian courfc, left after he 
has gone far with Ghrift, perfecutidn cemc, 
and he apoftatize and fall away, and fo his 
latter end be worfe than hi§ beginning. 

To conclude^— Y OKI that are. parents-, maf- 
ters, and houftiolders, if ever you defire your 
own good, and a blcffing upon your families 
and undertakings, and^the good of your na- 
tiofi, be entreated to hear the words of ex-' 
hortation : J^e exhorted now, no longer to 
iiegle€Vthe worfliip and fervice of God in.' 
your families, but as often as you fee your 
fervants and children fin againft God, reprove 
them ; and when you fee them ignorant, in^ 
ftruft them. 

END or FIFTH SER*XON. 
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PLAIN W AY 

"REJVEN. 

Matthew xii. i6. 

Good MMflir, nvh^t good things Jhall I do toinbi^ 
rit Eiernid Life. 



THE reafon why I jive thefe direc- 
tions, is, bccaufc fo many thoufands flock to 
hell, when they verily think they ,arc going 
the way to heaven: and •thers g« fccurely 
on in their fins, running on in all kind of 
wickednefs, not confidering what will become 
of them, until they drop into hell. 

First, I will give you a fliort hint of the 
dreadful ftateof the wicked, - and ot the joy- 
ful fllatc of the godly, with £ome diredioos 
m order for your falvation^ 

Confider, firil, you that * (Continue in all 
your fins, and will not be perfviaded to re- 
pent, and lead a new life, how dreadful your 
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ftatewlUbeat laft; for a?? long as you re- 
main in your unconverted ftate, God and ycu 
are enemies, you are under his wrath and 
curfe, you are flaves to the devU :— and be- 
ii.les all this, you are in danger every hour 
of dropping into hell, for you know not how 
fiiddenly death may leizeupon you : and then 
if you are unprepared, you ihall be hauled 
by the devils down to hell, where you fliall 
be kept in chains and darknefs until the 
dreadful judgment of the great-day, when 
your bodies ihall be railed to life again, and 
be furamoned before the judgment feat of 
Chrift, where you ihall give a fi:ri6l account 
of all ihings that you have though^ done or 
fpoken in. your life time; there you fiiali 
ftand tremblip.g before your offended judge, 
expelling that doleful fentcnce to be pro- 
nounced upon you, * Depart from me, y<i 
purfed, into everlalting fire, prepared for the 
devii and his angels.' ! 

No Iboner is tlfis dreaVlful fcntence p;»il, 
but away you muft be gone, av/ay you ihail 
b? hauled by the d.^vils, with tb.e rtll of yoi:r 
elamned crew, down iato tlvj lake liunt burrs. 
with fire and briiuftone, and never have euie 
or end. ^ ' . 

But on the other fule, eopfider how h?.n]y 
yaHrcdndition will be, if .you in timer^-p^.^^c, 
and fofla ice your iins, and become new crea- 
tui^es ; that th^n God wli-l be your Father, | 
Chtifl: will b'j yotir Brother, ^and the Spirit 
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will be -your comforter: you fliall be filled 
with the joys of the Holy Ghoft, which a- 
thouiand times furpaficth all worldly joys, 
and you fliall have the free and full pardon of 
your fins, that they fliall be remembered no 
more. . 

And be fides all this, whenfoever death 
comes, whether fooncr or later, you fliall be 
fure of heaven, and at your laft: gafp, the 
angels fliall carry your fouls,, as whey did the 
foul of Laaarus, into the kingdom of hea- 
ven. And as for your body, that ^fliall be 
laid in the grave as in the bed of Chrlft, 
there to reft until the glorious morfting of 
the refurreftion'; and then your bodies (hall 
be raifed again and fafliioned like unto tfc 
glorious body of Chrift ; and foul aiid' bo- 
dy being re-united, you fliall be openly ac- 
knowledged, and hear that comfortable 
fentence pronounced unto you, * Come ye 
bleffed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you ft"om the beginning of the' 
world.* Then you fliall be received with 
rejoicing and triumphing, into tlie heaven 
of heavens, and the place of joy and blifs. 
There you fliall be ftript of ail your robes 
nf mortality, and be cloathe'd iri immorta- 
lity: then you fliill fit dpwn ^oreft with 
Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, in the king* 
dom of Heaven. There you fliall poiTefii 
fuch divine treafure, fuch rare joys, yea, 
variety of joys, and fuch fwCft delights as 
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HO mortal eye bath ever feen, no itlortil 
ear hath ever hcjird^ nor can it enter into 
the heart of man to conceive^ what joys 
and delights God hath prepared for you ih 
heaven. Then you fliall be for ever free 
fropi all kind of fin and forrow : * There 
fharll be no more death, neither forrow, 
nor crying, neither fhaP there be any moie 
pain; for the former things are pafled 
away, and God fliall wipe away all tears 
from your «yes/ Rev. xix. 4. There 
fliall m life without death, health without 
ficknefs, and pleasure without pain ; as 
you {hall be free from all evil, fo you fliall 
enjoy all the good that can h6 enjoyed : 
there you. ftiall rejoice one with another, 
and with one ^e art and Voice' ftiall there 
ftpg praifes and hallelujahs to God, and to 
the Lamb that fits upon the chrone for 
. ever and ever* 

And now', I feope you are ready to ailc. 
What fliall tve do, that we may efcape 
everraiting torments, and get fafe to hea- 
^^en.' And begin to be pricked at the heart, 
and are ready to fay, ' What ftiall we do to 
fav^d. 

Ans'w. If it be fo that you carneftly defire 
tokitow the way to heaven, and are \yillmg 
to walk in that way ; then^ as I in my little 
DOo^ for young ©nes, give nine direSlionsy 
what they ftiall do to efcape hell and at- 
tain heavea i foherel will give you fome 

Digitized b^ Google 



116 . 

direflions * what you fliall do to be favcd ; 
and inftead, of many, I will only give you 
thefe two, tliat is, ^ repent and believe the 
gofpel, follow thefe two direftions and y«u 
are in the right way to heaven ; the law 
indeed requires perfeft obedience : but no 
mere man fince the fall is able perfe6Uy 
to keep . the commandments oi God, ^d 
by the works of the law can never be 
faved, 

God has; by Chrid our li^deemer, ' re- 
quired * faith and repentance as the con- 
dition of the Gofpel, by which eternal life 
is to be had. Faith and repentance is all 
that God requires* la order to our falva- 
tion J * Repent, and believe the * gofpel' 
and you fliall certainly be faved. I will 
give you as plain dire6lions as pofSbly I 
can, how, you fiiall a^ttain tliefc two graces. 

First, For repentance. You jnult.know 
that there are two kinds of repentance ; 
there is a falfe repentance, and a true re- 
pentance. 

A fait e repentance is that which a man 
is driven to thro* ft^ar pf he]l and. dauina- 
tion; when a wicked man lies upon his 
death bed, then he fcems .to be furry for 
his fins pa it, and makes many, fair pro- 
niifes of a new life ; if it fhould pleafc 
God to reftore him to his .former heslrh, 
hj follows his old courfi again. Now 
this kind of repentance can never be ef- 
^^clual to falvauon. 
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Secondly^, How you muft mind what 
true repentance is. 

Truf repentai^ceis a favinggrace, where- 
by a finner, out of a true fenfe of his fin, 
and apprehcnidn of the mercy of God in 
Chrift, doth with grief and hatred of his, 
fin, tunj from it unto God« will full pur- 
pofe of, and endeavor after new obedience^ 

But now feeing, without true repentance, 
there is no getting to heaVen, and that we 
cannot repent of ourfelves, it is pf God^s 
free gift ; I will therefore, give you fome 
plain direftions how repentance may.be had, 
and how to go through with it ; for though 
^ve cannot repent of ourfelves, yet if we do 
not repent, the fault lies upon us. 
. The firft ft«p to true repentance, is the 
examination of ourfelves ; try your hearts, 
and fearch into your fdtmer lives, and aft^r 
what manner you have fpent your time fince 
you, have been a child ; and to this end, I 
counfel you to make- a catalogue of all your 
fins you can poflibly call to mind s for which 
purpofe you mufl^ tiake the ten commandments 
for your pattern. 

Every morning as foon as you rife, prof- 
trate yourfelves before the throne of grace, 
and earneftly beg for God's aflifting grace, 
to keep you from falling into any kind of fin 
that day ; for after a man is regenerated, he 
is yet daily liable to fall into any fin, without 
the affiftance.of God*s fpecial gr^rce. 
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When you have thus done, then go about 
the works of your calling; but fet a ftrift 
and continual watch over your heart, and all 
your fenfes. And as often as the devil doth 
tempt you to any kind of fin, or doth offer 
you any bait, then immediat;ely lift up your 
heart to God, by ejaculatory prayers, as 
thus :-^^ Lord yanquifl^ Satan at this time, 
that he do not overcome me : Lord preferve 
me this .once from falling into fin : Lord have 
mercy on ray foul, and ftrengthen me againft 
this temptation of the devil, that I be not 
overcome*' And if wicked men fhould at 
any time feek to draw you into' fin, make a 
firm refolution wii^h yourfelf never to con- 
fent, and as much as poffibly you can, keep 
yourfelf from the company of wicked meih 
Thia is the firft ftep in the Way to heaven. 

Now faith is the faving grace, whereby 
we receive and reft upon Chrift aloiiefor fal- 
vation, as he is freely offered unto us in the 
gofpeU ' Now, feeing a trufe faving faith is 
npc in your power, but it is the gift of God, 
and- God always beftows it upon thofe that 
ufe the means which he hath prefcribed' in his 
word for the obtaining of it,: I fhall, there- 
fore, give you forne dire<5lions what you flwU 
do to have this g^ace of faith wrought in you. 

Be diligent in reading the fcriptures : firft, 
you muft every morning and evening read a 
chapter in your bible, or elfe fome part of a 
"odly fermon j and when you read, you muft 
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not run it over, andjthen leave it; you had 
as good do nothing as to do fo j but when 
you read, you muft take fpecial heed what 
you are reading of. 

Now concerning the aft of faith, take but 
this direftion : make a catalogue of alHhe 
prpmifes, as you did before youV fins, and 
God's mercies : and then heartily believe, 
and allure yourfelves, that every one of thofe 
promifes belong to all thofe that perform the 
condition, then thofe promifes belong to you. 
As for inftance, I will name this one parti- 
cular promife, Matt. xix. %^. ^ Every one 
that hath forfaken houfeS, or brethren, or 
filler, or father, or mother, or wife, or chil- 
dren, or lands, for my name's fake, Ihall re- 
ceive an hundred fold, and ftiall inherit ever- 
laftinglife.' 

Which God, of his infinite mercy, grant 
tmto us all — Amen. 



END or TKIi; SiXtll SLRMON. 
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THE 

FUTURE STATE QF MAN; 

OR, A 

TREATISE, 

ON THE 

RESURRECTION. 



IK A FUNERAL SERMON. 

John v. a8, ap. 

Marvel not at this, the hour h coming f wbereif 
mU that an In their j^ravei shall hear his voUe^ and 
iome forth ; they that have done good unto the re- 
turreSt'ion of Itfcy and they ihat have done evil,unt9 
the resurreQlon of damnation*, ^ 



OUR bkffcd Saviour in thefe words, 
fet forth unto us the ftate and condition of 
Jill men at the laft day ; for as fin hath bio't 
death into the world, and nothing is more 
certain than death, io nothing is more cer- 
tain, than that our bodies muft one day b« 
raifcd again from th« duli 6f the earth ; ^^ 
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•ther creatures which move upon the earth, 
"whcnfoever they die, there is an end of them, - 
they {hall never come in being more : but 
with man it is othcrwife : God hath endow- 
ed man with an immortal foul, that fhall ne- 
ver die ; a beginning, a man has, but he fliall 
never have an eBd ^ when death comes, hii 
foul {hall for f«me certain fpace of time be 
fcparated from his body, laid a while to re{l 
in the duft of the earth : * But at laft the 
trumpet will found, and then all that are in 
their graves fliall hear his voice and come 
forth ; they that have ione good untt> the re- 
furre6lion of life, an& they that have done 
evil unto the refurredlion of damnation. 

The do6lrine which I {hall raife from 
hence is this : That all mankind, both good 
and bad, 0iali at the found of the laft trum- 
pet be raifed agaia from the duft of the 
tarth. 

Now my method {hall be this — 

1. To prove, that there fhall be a refur^ 
Bcflion. . 

2. Of the perfons that {hall be raifed, that 
is, ' All that are in their graves.* 

3. By what means the dead fliall be raifed, 
that is, * By the found of the trumpet, they 
Ihall hear the voice,, and {hall come forth.' 

4. The di{Ferent ftate and conditiori of all 
men at the refurredlion : *" They that have 
4one good, unto the refurreilion «f life, be 
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they that-have done evil', to the rerurre<Slian 
of damnation.* • 

5. And lastly — To convince us all byway 
of application, of the drawing on of this 
time, and therefore that we muft not marvd 
at it: * Marvel not at this, for the hour is 
coming, &c. 

T© prove there fliall be a refurreCtidn, 
v/hich I fliall do: iirft, from the fcripture^ 
which is the ttue and infallible word of God: 
to inftance in fome few places^ as Ifa. xxvi# 
alfo, 1 Cor. XV. wheve you have a large def- 
cription of the refurreftion ;;alfo, Afts xxiv. 
15. * And have hope toward God, which 
they tbemfelves alfo allow, that there fliall 
he a refurrc6lion both of the-juft.and unjuft.' 
Likewife, Dan. xii. 2. ' Many that are a 
lleep in the duft fliall awake, Jome to ever- 
lailing life, and fome to {hame and everlaft- 
ing contempt.' Alfo, Hofea iii. 14. Grod has 
there promifcd redemption from death, to 
ranfom them from the power of the grave. 

2. Now if we ftiould believe the fcrip- 
tures, we muft believe the refurre£lion of 
body J for the word of God is true and faith- 
ful, and our Lord Jefus Chrift hath faid in 
the gofpel, * That heaven and earth fliall pafs 
away, before one jot or tittle of his word 
fl\ali fall to the ground,' Matt, v.- And be- 
fides all this, thofe fcripture prom ifes which 
have bee.n"alre:idy fulfilled in aHthe ages of 
the world may aflUre us of the accompliSi- 
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ment of this one promife. ' That our bo- 
dies fhall be rUifed at the laft day from the 
duft of the earth.' * And this .is my Fa- 
ther's will/ faith Chrift, ' that of all the Fa- 
ther hath given me, J* fliould lofe nothing, 
butfliould raifeitup again at the laft day/ 
John vi. "39. 

3. That there fiiall be a refurreftion of 
the body, may be proved, not only from 
icripture, but alfo from nature itfelf ; the 
refurreftibn is jiroved from nature, as we 
may fee in I fa:, xxvi. 19. ' Thy dead men 
fliall live, together with my dead body (hall 
they arife } awake and fing^ ye that dwell 
in the duft, for thy dew is as the dew of 
herbs, and the earfh fftall caft out her dead/ 
Thy dew is as the herbs, and intimates to us 
thus muchv That a^ the herb and plants 
ftem to be dead and withered all the winter, 
yet- in the fpring they revive, and eome forth 
freflrand green ; and as in the night, the 

■^fun is withdrawn, and the. day feems to' be 
buried in the fifent night, fo in the morning 
the fyn rifeth as bright as ev^i\ and eillive- 
jieth the world with his glorious beams: fo 
it is here, though thebodies of men and wo- 
men feem for ar time to be loft, and turn^^d to 
duft and corruption, yet, in the glorious 
morning of the refurreftion, they fhall be 
raifed to life, and revive to animmortcil ftate. 

4. T hat there (hall be a refurre6lion of 
the body, may be proved alfo by ther^furrec- 
trton of Jefus Chrift ; that as our Lord Jefus 



Chrift fufFered, died, ?ind was buried, that by 
his death he might redeem us from fin and 
hell, fo he rofe again, that by the virtue of 
his refurreftion, he might redeem us again 
from death and the grave : the apcflle makes 
the relurreftion of Chrift the foundation of 
our redemption, as yoii may fee, i^or. xvi 
12. ^ Now if Chrih be preached"^ that lie 
arofe from the dead, how fay fomc of you 
that there is no refurre6lifl>n of the dead ?' 
* Now there were fomc that did not believe 
that there was any refurrcftion of *thc dcad^ 
and this their incircdulity and unbelJef tVjc 
ap oftle cenfures, and proves that there ftiall 
be a refurreftion ; and that frem the dgftrijic 
of Chrift's refurreftion ; intimatiug, that if 
Chrift be raifed from the dead, as he preach- 
ed that he is rifen, then it needs muft follow, 
that there muft be a refurreflion of all men 
from the grave. Now thefc people that 
held ftrong the opinion, that there fliall be 
no refurredlion of the dead ; yet thefe fame 
men did greach that Chrift was raifed j but 
the apoftle telU them plainly, * That if it be 
lo, that there is no refurredlidn of the dead, 
then Chrift is not rifen.' . And if Chrift be 
Bot rifen, he tells them what a fad condition 
we are in : for * all our preaching, f)raying» 
and all we do and fuffer for Chrift, is in vain; 
verfe 14, but in verfe 20, the apoftle recon- 
ciles both arguments together : ♦ But now. 
Chrift is rifen from the dead, and become the 
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Srff fruits of them jjiat flept ? fo -that here 

th^ apoftte aflkres them^ that Chrift is rifen 

frotn the dead, and hy th^ virtue and power 

©?his refurre(5^ion, all mankindlhall one day 

be raifed frora^the grave. And hefides, we 

*readin Matth. xxvii. that at the refurreftion 

ioi Chrift, * the graves opened, and tnany t>f 

TO\p bodies of the faints which flept arole out 

of^ieir graves ;' whidh is in ^arneftto us, 

thai by the fame virtue and power, all the 

bodies of men and women, .that are and ever 

iiave been, arid ever lliall be to thq world's 

tnd, ftiall be raifed again at the la ft day. 

5, Thattherelh^Ube arefurreftion ofthe 
bo;ly, is an article, of our faith ^ therefore w^ 
^annotdeny the refurreiSlion, except we re- 
move our belief, and dotty our chrift'iarity it- 
ielf, this was an article 6f the apoftles faitli, 
Aft? xxiv. T5. .'And have hope towards 
0od, which themfelvcs allow^ that there 
(hall be a refurredion of the dead, both of 
the juft and of the urijuO;.' 

But it may be fome will objefl and .fay, 
• How can. it be thai,all the dead can be raif- 
•d, for many, are drowned in the fea, and 
their carcaies arc' eaten up.by fifbes, and 
^^ny man have beea burnt to alhes, and 
Iheir aflies mingled among the duft of the 
tartb, andfcattered up and down no body 
]cDows where ?' ' . 

To this I anfwer,^ thbt . to man, indeed, 
"^i* is impofiible to be j but if God be infi- 
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nite in hi* wifdom and jii)wet, as indeed lie 
is, then he makes the duft of every man, #o- 
man and child, and by his all-wile provi- 
-dfence know3, what duft belongs to fueh and 
fuch a body, wherever it is icattercd. 

Friends, here will be a declaration of infi- 
nite power ! For know this, he that by his^ 
power made all things out of nothing, can as 
cafily, by the fame power, raife our bodfiei 
again out of fometbing/ even out of their 
owj) fubftance of matter. 

Thus I have fufficient'»y proved, that 
there will be a refurre6lfon of the dead, 

%* The fecond thing to be coufidered from 
the text is the number of the dead which 
fhall be railed ; that /x, all ; for fo faith our 
Lord and Saviour in the tevt ; * The hour is 
coming wherein all that are m their gi-avc 
ill all hear tHeir voice, ' &c. All, that is, 
ai^ the fons antl daughters of ' Adam, that 
have eveHived fmce the world began, and 
all that ever flidl live and die to the end 
thereof ! all mud rife and make their a|)pcar- 
ance at the lad day ; St* John declares in* 
Ms vifion,- Rev. xx. i:;. « That he faw 
the dead, both fmall and great, we are not 
to underftand the phrafc in refpefl of ftatUtc; 
as if fome iliall appear grown men, and fonie 
children ; we mull all appear then in thefta- 
ture and fulnefs of Chriil, ihrt is^ of a mid- 
dle ftature. orthatftature Adam was creat- 
ed in, which was of a middle ftaturc, the 
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••Idcft {hall appear iiq older, and the youngeft 
no younger j bttt by fmall and great wt arc 
to undcriland, 

Firsts Thofe that dieid of all agei , from 
the oldeft^ to the child that is ftUl-born. 

Secondly^ By fmall and, great, \wC are t« 
tinderftand all ftates and degrees of Sen and 
'women, both high and low, rich and poor, 
noble and ignoble; all forts and ftates of men 
muft then make their appearance^ from the 
king on the throne, to the beggar on the 
dunghill ; andverfcij, St, John did fee in 
his vifion, ' That the fea gave up her dead : 
and death and hell,* that is ^ the earth and 
the grave, * caft up their dead, and all were 
judged according to their works.' All the 
elements at the call of Chrift, muft give up 
their dead ; all that the fire hath confumed 
and burnt to afhes, all that ever have been 
buried in the fea, and 'all that hayebefen bu- 
ried in the earth, as foon as the laft trumpet 
founds, they muft all come forth, none fliall 
be fo great as to efcape, and hone fliall be fo 
fmall as to be forgotten. O I what a great, 
what a vaft affembly will there be, when all 
th« fons and daughters of Adam fliall meet 
together : To fee an army of men together, 
we think it is a great fight. If all men and 
women in Great Britain were to meet toge- 
ther, at anc place, what an invincibU grea t 
alfembly would there feeih to be ? H^t Alas I 
ivhat is Great. Britain to the whole world, 
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it is counted but a garden -plant to other na- 
tions. — And wh« is the whote world now 
living, in rcfpeft of all ages that are paft and 
to come I All the Ifraelites of old which were 
counted as the fand of the fca, they were fe 
innumijable * and befides them, fo many 
milRons of millions that have been (lain in 
the wars, fo many thoufands that have hccm 
fwallowed up in earthquakes, fo many thou- 
fands of millions of millions that have died t/ 
the peftilence, and all other mortal diftem- 
pers, in all ages of the world, and all that 
have died naturally in infancy, in youth, 
middle age, and old age, and all that are 
now living, and that fliall live to the world'a 
end ; when all thefe {hall meet together at 
the general refurrcftion, O what a wonder- 
ful meeting will there be ! >* We muft all ap- 
pear before the judgment feat of Chrift/ faith 
theapoftle, % Cor. v. lo. 

Friends, both you that rea4 this treatifc, 
and I who write, we muft all make our ap- 
pearance there, all that are in their graves^ 
inuft hear his voic^ and come forth. 

Tbirdlyy The third thing to be confidercd 
is this, by what means all the dead fliall b« 
raifed ; that is ^ by the found of the laft trum- 
pet ; for fo faith our Saviour in the text, 
* All that 3re in their graves fliall hear hi* 
voice and come forth ; aud.^h?t vcnce tto 
is that the dead ftiall he;ir, yeu may fee in I 
Cor. XV. 53i. ^hat isy the foynd ©f the k| 
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trumpet ; * For the trumpet fliall foujid, and 
the dead fliall be raifed ; and who that is, 
which fliall found this ^trumpet, you may fee 
in I Thefl*, iv^ 15, 1 6. * Fpr this we fay 
unto yoii, by the word oi the Lord, that we 
which are alive, fliall not prevent them 
which are afleep, for the Lord himfelf fliall 
defcend fromhtaven with a fbout, with the 
voice of the archangtl, and with the trumpet 
of God.' 

So that you fee that this trumpet fliall be 
founded by an archangel. So Matth. xxiv. 
30v3i— VTheylif^fce the Son of Man 
coming in the fclouds of heaven with great 
power and great glory^ and he flxall f(?nd his 
angels with a great found'of a trumpet, and 
they fliall gather together his «lc6l frbm the 
four winds, from one end of heaven, to l^c 
©then' 

Thus we fee by what meams the dead fliall 
be raifed : that is ^ by the voice pf the arch-- 
*ngeV, by ttie found of the lafl: trumpet, 
which voice fliall be uttered more loud and 
flirill than • thunder, uttering thefe words, 
^ Arifc, ye dead, «nd come to judgment.' 
Now a few verles before the text, vcr. ^5, 
"We have another voice that; is founding in 
the ears> -' The hour is coming, and now is, j 
that the dead fliall hear the voice of the San ; 
f^f God, and they that hear fliall live.' Now j 
thefe two voices, that of the text, and vcrfe 
^5, though they feem to^be alikt in found, 
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yet they differ much, and that in tbefe tw« 

I. Firsts in refpefl of time: that voice 
fpokeli of in verfe 2^, is uttered in the pre- 
fcnt tenfe, the hour is * coming, and now is, 
&c.' But that voice fpoken of in the textf 
is fpoken of altogether in the f\uure tenfe, 

* the hour is coming/ mark, ^ there is no 

* now it is/ but * it is* a time that is t« ' 
come. 

%* There 13 ^ great difference betwixt 
thefe two voices, and that in r^fpeft of the 
fenCe; anl meaning of the words, for thofe 
of the firft vpice are glorious' and inviting 
Words, which are interpreted by divines af- 
ter this manner ; * Arife, ye dead, and 
come to judgment,* That is j thofe that are 
, deid in their fins, and rotten and (linking in 
the grave of their lups : Now thefe are un- 
der the call of the gofpel, and they that 
hearken to this call, and obeyhis voice, and 
ib come to Jefus Chrift, by a true and lively 
faith, and unfeigned repentance, they fhalt 
by Chrift obtain everlafting life : But wher 
therthey will hear this voice, or whether 
they will ftop their cars^againft it ; yet let 
them know there is another voice which ihall 
be uttered to the world, which is a voice of 
power: and that voice they muft hear, whe- 
ther they will or hot, Arife, ye dead, awd 
come to judgment. 

ponfider friends, though yo^ now ftop 
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your ears, and will not hear tbe found of tjl^ 
truiTQpet of thO' gofpel ; yet know this, there 
is another . trumpet, which will one day 
found, calling all the dead'out of their graves^ 
faying, ' Arife, ye dead, and come to judg- 
ment ;' and whenever this laft trumpet 
founds, you miuft hear it wheUTer you will or 
not ; the depth of the grave fliall not hinder 
the found, no, nor the depth of the fea ftiall 
not hindeff it. 

.He that could at firft command all things 
•ut of nothing by thiS word of his power, fo 
at the laft day he will fpeak the word, and 
th e dead fhall arife, and make their appear- 
ance before the tribunal fe,at of Chrift. 
; The found of this laft trumpet fliall be fc^ 
loud, that it ftiall be heard all over the world, 
it ftiall pierce even to the bottom of the lea, 
and to the bowels of the earth : no fooner h 
the trumpet founded, but the found fliall be 
obeyed; no fooner is the voice uttere^., 
' A.rife ye. dead, and come to judgrnenr.,' 
but immediately the graves in all the clmrch 
yards^, and in all other, places throughout 
the whole world, fliall be opened, and the 
body of every man and woman fliall be fram- 
ed out of his own duii, and bone fl::iU be 
joined to its place and order; ar.d every 
foul ftiull return to its own body : tb.e f ::• 
fliall give up its dead ; and the tite and eariit 
ftiall give up thi^ir dead ; and then iriiuu .11- 
ately thsy {hall all be gaUiered to^^ther, evt.. 
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to tlie valley of Jehofliaphat, to beprefcnted 
before the judgment feat of Chrift : as you 
may fee Joel Jii. la. ]f or Chrift fays, 

* The hour is coining, wherein all that are 
in their graves fliall hear his voice, and 
come forth.' • 

Fourthly^ the fourth thing confiderable in 
the text, is the different ftate and condition 
of all mankind at the refurr€6lion ; that is, 

* Some fhall arife to the refurrcftion of life^ 
and feme to the refurreftion of damnation/ 
Now the different ftate of good and bad, at 
the refuTpredlion, may be confidered in thefe 
refpefts ; 

I. They diifcr in refpeft of timfe: For, 
though all mankind ftiall be raifedrfrom the 
duft of the earth, yet they ftiall not be raifed 
all at op.e and the fame time : there iliall, be 
two refurre61ions, firft of the faints^ ahd 
then of the wicked. Many there be which 
^rm that there ftisU be a thoufand years be- 
twixt the rcfurre6lion of the faints, atid of 
the wicked ; that the faints ftiall all rife at 
the coming of Chrift in the clouds, with all 
his glorious train of heavenly hofts, andjfhall 
reign wivh him a thoufand years upon the 
earth ; and that the reft of the dead arife not 
ui.til that thoufand j^ears are accomplilttied, 
Kev. XX. 4, 5. Some^fay this means the 
compleat number qf a thoufand ye?.rs : Ar.d 
feme fay the meaning of the Spirit of God 
here, is not the number of a thcufcnd ycai^s, 
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Vnt only a c«nfid(erablc fpace qf time ; but I 
will riot affirm any thing of that. This Ave 
are certain, of, that therefhall be a difference 
between the refurreeVion of the good, an4 of 
the bad, in refpeft of time : For St. Paul 
in thi^ cafej as we fee^ i Theff. iv. i6. 
faith, ' That the dead in Chrift fhall rife firft :' 
And if the dead^in Chrift rife firft, therefur- 
reftion of the wicked niuft needs follow after ; 
And a6ls xiv. 15. * There fball be a refur- 
reflionboth of the juft and of the unjuft.'' 
First, of the juft, and then of the unjuft ; 
but how^ long a time there fhall be betweeli, 
i will not pofitively affirm. 

a. There fliajl be a difference between the 
reflirreftion of the good and of the bad ; and 
that in refpefl; of their image and fhape : 
* The bodies of the faints flvall be raifed in 
glory, like unto Chrift's glorious body :' 
rhiL iii. iii. fiith the apoftle, * Who fliall 
change ourvile bodies, ^ and fafhion themlike 
unto the glorious body of Chrift.' Thus 
Chrift himrelf gives us a defcription of the 
brightnefs of the faints' bodies at the refur- 
.. redtion, Matth. xiii. 43. ' Then fliall the 
righteous fliine as the fun in the kingdom of 
y^eir father.* 

Thd bodies of our firft parents, in their 

'ftate of innocency, wcfre adorned with a-glo- 

, rious beauty and comlinefs. Now this fliould 

have been the ttate apd condition oF the do- 

dies of all thtir pefterity, if they had not fin- 
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r.ed": but fin had ftripped us of that glorious 
beauty and ornament^ and without artificial 
clothing, our bodies are very loathfome. and 
vile : the bodies^of the faints fhall be * chang- 
ed and fafliioned like unto the glorious body 
of Chrift/ "^ 

But, on the other fide, the bodies of th« 
wicked fhall at the refurrefitioii appear more 
monftrous, vile, and deformed, than they 
v/ere before in their ftate of nature : and be- 
fules, the bodies of faints fliall he delivered 
from that lumpifhnefs and heavinefs that they 
are now clogged with, and inftead of natural 
bodies, they fhall be made fpiritual bodies< 
I Cor. :kv. 44. and fliall flly to and fro as 
fvvift as fplrits ; but as for the wicked, tl;;ey. 
{hail be * bound hand and foot, and cafl into 
utter darknels ; there fhall be weeping and 
^nafliing of teeth,' Matth. xxii. 13. ^ 

Fifihly 7),rA lastly^ There (hall alfo be 7i 
vaft dilTei-ence between the refui^reclion of 
the good, and of tliebad ; in refpedl .of their, 
ilaal ftate and condition, that they fhall b«' 
raifedunto ; * They tliathave done good Un- 
to the refurre6lion oflife, and.thciy that have 
done evil unto the rt furre^ion of.^amnatiort.* 
Th^ good being firll railed, and then imme- 
o/.^.teiy after the refurredlion both of the jtSft 
ai^.d ofthe unju'ft : Thenthev diiill be divide 
ed one froto another, ' Asalhepheid dividtth 
::":s Iheep. frotri the goats,' * Matth. >:xv, 
* Ani ht Ta^ll fet his lliet!5 oa tlie ri-ht haiii 
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but the goats on the left.' At firft fliall bi? 
pronounced the joyful fentence ' upon the 
righteous, *Come, ye bleffed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdoKi :* But the wicked ftiall 
be fent away with that doleful fentence, 
* JDepart from jne, ye curfbd, into everlaft- 
ing fire prepared for the devil and his angels. • 

Sixthly and lastly, the laft thing confide- 
rable in the text, and that which I intend 
ftiall be the application of the whole, is the 
drawing near of the time when the refurrefti- 
bn fliall be, therefore our Saviour bids us not 
marvel at it: There were fome in our Sa- 
viour's time, and fome there are in our days, 
that marvel when they hear of the refurre61i- 
on of the body, and of a general jiidgment ; 
they will-not believe it; but. Oh, how 
flrange they make of it, our blefied Savi Air 
aflures^ them of it, and tells theia that it will 
certainly be: therefore this doiSlrine Tpa;y 
ferve to convince us t ? ' 

Firsts (3f the geheral refurreftion, and 
day of judgment : for I have in this difcourfe 
proved, by feveral arguiiients, that th^re 
ihallhe a refurrciSlion b6th of the juft and of 
the unjuft ; and as there is nothing more cer- 
tain than death, fo there is nothing moie 
certain than a general refurredlion after 
death. 

Secondly^ This may convince us, tl>at as 
there fliall be a refurreftion, fo^he* time when 
tiie refun[pftioD flijill be, is drawing near : 
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fo faith our Lord Chrift here himfelf in the 
text, * Marvel not at thii, the hour is com- 
ing, wherein all that are in their graves fliall 
hear his voice, and come forth ;' and though 
our bleffed Saviour tells us. Mat. xxiv. 
' That neither men n#r angels know when 
the time fhall be,* yet he aflures us, * That 
the time is coming,' Afts xvii. 31. we fee 
there that God hath appointed a day where- 
in he willjudge the world : And this appoint- 
ed time is drawing nearer. Do we not fee 
the days and nights wheel about apace ? Yea, 
fo fall is the time of the general rcfurreftion 
coming on : fo many times as the fun hath 
wheeled round the worid fince the creation, 
fo many rounds is the thread wound off, and 
keeps ftili winding off. It is now about 
14700 years fince our Lord Jefus Ghrift af- 
cendedintQ. heaven ; when the angel faid in- 
to the men of Nazareth, that ^ this fame Je- 
fus ihall fo come again, a? you have ften him 
g« into heaven, Afts i. And the time ever 
fince has been drawing nearer and nearer : 
And the time now certainly cannot be long, 
but that our Lord Jefus Chrift, will come in 
the clouds ; and theia the trumpet will found, 
and the dead fhall be raifed, and b#th quick 
and dead (hall make a general appearance* 

Here is a ufc of reproof to fuch as take li- 
berty to run on in fin, putting far from them' 
the evil day : Andbeeaufe the Lordfeemeth 
to delay his coming, therefore, their hcar;H 
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are fet in them to do cvJl. There wa» fwiic 
in the apoftle* days, and I fear there are ma- 
ny fuch in tbefe our days, that walk after 
their own luft, faying, ' Where is the pro- ' 
inifc of his coming I For fince the Fathers 
fell afleep, all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the creation,' a Pet. 
iii. 4. But the apoftle tells theip, ver. 9, 10, 
* That the Lord is not flack concerning his 
promife (as f«me men count flackncfs) but is 
long fuffcring towards us, not willing that 
any fliould perifli. But the day of the Lord,* 
whenever it comes, ' will xome as a thief in 
the night,' ver. 10, And * when men ihall 
fay peace and fafety, then fuddenly cometh 
vdeftrudlion upon them, as travail upon a wo- 
man with child and they Ihall not efcape.* 
My friends, pray have a caife ; for though 
yom think the Lord delaycth his coming, and 
thereupon you take liberty to yourfelf to ful- 
fil the defires of the ilefli, yet takfe heed left 
the Lord * come in a day when you look not 
for him, and in an hour when you are not 
aware of, and cut you afunder, and appoint 
your portion among the hypocrites, where 
fliall be weeping and gnafhing of teeth.' Mat. 
xxiv. 50, 51. 

2. A. ufe of exhortation : If it be fo, thai 
^ the Lord Jefus Chrift will certainly come, 
i and fliortly come, we muft all be prcfent be- 
\ fere him, then how fliould we live here with 

iaH care and circufnfpe£li«n, tliat we may be 
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found of him in peace : blamelcfs^ and with- 
out fpot : ' How fhould we labour to be holy 
in all manner of converfation*xiiito the com- 
ing of the day of God ? i Pet. 'iii. ii. Let 
this be a ftrong n^otive to move a Chrifkian 
to the duty of obedience, and perfeyerancc 
therein. Let the word of Su James be a 
fpur to prick you up to be ftedfaft, and to 
hold out in the work of the Lord, Jam. v. 8. 

* Be patient, therefore, brethren ; eftablifli 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh.' And let me exhort you, all 
in the words of oiir Saviour, Mark xiii. 35. 

* Watch therefore, for ye know hot when 
the time is ; and what I lay unt6 you^ I fay 
unto all, watch.' And in the words of the 
apoftle, Heb. x. 25. * Exhorting oiie ano- 
ther fo much the more, as you fee the day 
approaching.' 
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